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Grounded freighter in Bering Sea:
Alaskan state regulators have banned
commercial fishing in the Bering Sea
near the wreckage of a grounded
freighter where fuel oil has been seep-
ing since early this month.

The order affects the Makushin Bay and
Skan Bay tanner crab fishery, which had
been scheduled to open Jan. 15. Also closed
will be Pacific cod, black rockfish and fisher-
ies for other groundﬁsh that would have
opened Saturday.

The wreckage of the 738-foot Selendang
Ayu has been leaking oil and diesel fuel
since it wrecked Dec. 8. More than 210,000
gallons is believed to have leaked so far.

So far, more than 40,000 pounds of oily
waste have been collected in bags along the
shore of Unalaska Island, according to offi-
cials. Forty-one dead birds and a dead sea
otter have been recovered so far. Hundreds
of other oil-blackened birds have been spot-
ted.

Cincinnati race riots: Cincinnati police
are not fully cooperating with a federal mon-
itor in the wake of riots in 2001
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triggered by an officer’s fatal shooting of an
unarmed black man, the monitor said in a re-
port released Monday.

Police officials refused access to docu-
ments requested by a member of the moni-
tor’s staff, and refused to let the staffer ride
along with police on an inspection of known
drug locations, the report said.

Saul Green, a former federal prosecutor,
heads the team overseeing implementation
of a 2002 agreement to make changes in po-
lice policies and a related settlement of a ra-
cial profiling lawsuit that accused police of
harassing blac]

©Ohio national election results: The Ohio
secretary of state, who declared President
Bush the official winner in Ohio, is seeking
a court order to keep himself from being in-
terviewed as part of a
court challenge of the
Nov. 2 vote.

Secretary of State
Kenneth ~ Blackwell
claims his deposition is
not required, and ac-
cused 37 voters chal-
lenging the election of
“frivolous conduct.”

The court challenge
cites irregularities in-
cluding long lines, a
shortage of voting ma-
chines in minority pre-
cincts and problems with computer equip-

i\
Blackwell

ment.

Bush defeated Sen. John Kerry by
119,000 votes, according to Blackwell’s offi-
cial count; Ohio’s 20 electoral votes gave
Bush the 270 he needed for victory.

War on terrorism

Guantanamo tribunal: A prisoner who al-
legedly stockpiled explosives at a police sta-
tion in Afghanistan was one of three detain-
ees to go before U.S. military review tribu-
nals on Monday in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
an official said.

The military alleged the suspect, 34, was
in charge of the police station where a raid
by U.S. and Afghan forces netted two truck-

Kashmir on the agenda: Pakistan's Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokar, right, receives his Indian

counterpart Shyam Saran at the Foreign

istry on Monday in Islamabad, Pakistan. The

foreign secretaries of India and Pakistan began two days of talks that will include their first

fore
officials said.

loads of ammunition and explosives, said
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Daryl Borgquist, a Penta-
gon spokesman.

The ammunition was under the control of
the ousted Taliban regime and was being
used in operations against U.S. and coalition
forces, Borgquist said.

The Combatant Status Review Tribunals
are intended to decide whether the approxi-
mately 550 prisoners from more than 40
countries at Guantanamo are properly held
as “enemy combatants” or should be re-
leased.

World

Palestinian elections: Palestinian voters
will be stamped with indelible ink and ballot
boxes locked with numbered seals to pre-
vent possible fraud in the Jan. 9 presidential
election, the first in nine years, election offi-
cials said Tuesday.

reliminary results

from about 3,000 poll-
ing stations will be
available two or three
hours after the polls
close, according to a
top official in the Cen-
tral Election Commis-
sion. Two pollsters will
conduct exit polls.

In a speech to about
4,000 backers in Jeri-
cho on Tuesday, Pales-
tinian leader Mah-
moud Abbas said he will follow in the foot-
steps of the late Yasser Arafat, whose posi-
tion as head of the Palestinian Authority he
is favored to win in a Jan.9 election.

He said Arafat “devoted his life to the
cause of his people,” and pledged to follow
Arafat’s policies.

Abbas

Stalled Korean talks: North Korea
blamed South Korea on Tuesday for a stall
in the dialogue between the two countries
and demanded an apology.

I dialogue on Kashmir since the nuclear rivals launched a peace process a year ago,

In a lengthy report, the North’s Secretari-
at of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunifi-
cation of the Fatherland cited a mass defec-
tion of North Koreans to the capitalist South
earlier this year — and a joint military exer-
clse the South held with Lhe United States —

s “anti-reunification acts.”

Croatian elections: President Stipe Mesic
said he is confident he will win Sunday’s
presidential elections and lead Croatia into
the European Union by the end of the de-
cade, despite the country’s failure to hand
over a top war crimes suspect.

The EU decided two
weeks ago that mem-
bership ~talks  with
Croatia should start on
March 17, providing
that the country arrest
and extradite fugitive
army Gen. Ante Gotovi-
na, who is wanted by
U.N. war crimes prose-
cutors based in The
Hague, Netherlands.

Mesic said he was
confident the hunt for
the fugitive wouldn’t
jeopardize Croatia’s bid for EU member-
ship. “Croatia certainly will enter the EU in
this decade,” he said.

Mesic

Business

Fannie Mae pension: Franklin Raines,
who was forced out as Fannie Mae’s chief
executive after five years, is due to receive a
pension of $1.3 million a year for life, accord-
ing to an agreement with the mortgage lend-
ing giant.

In documents filed Monday with the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission, Fannie
Mae also revealed that Raines has deferred
compensation of $8.7 million to be paid out
through 2020 and owns more than $5.5 mil-
lion in the company’s stock.

Photos and stories from wire reports
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AAFES says gas prices
will decline in January

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

A year ago, the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service an-
nounced that January 2004 gas
prices would drop for a third con-
secutive month.

Not a bad way to usher in the
New Year.

But from that point on, as most
Americans stationed in Europe
know, the price of gas rose sharp-
ly, more or less mirroring what
was happening in the United
States. A gallon of regular unlead-
ed gas in Germany, for example,
climbed from $1.67 in January
2004 to $2.16 in December.

From the beginning of lhe  year
on, prices “went straight up,” said
Joe Giuffreda, vice president of
AAFES-Europe.

Officials attnbute the sharp in-
crease to dwindling supplies and
heightened demand worldwide.

Prices at AAFES filling stations
leveled out in late summer, but
began climbing again in the fall.

Now, as was the case a year ago,
AAFES fuel prices are coming
down for the month of January.

On average, all grades of fuel
will cost 11 to 13 cents a gallon
less than in December, according
to AAFES officials.

In Germany, the price of regu-
lar unleaded fuel is dropping
from $2.16 a gallon to $2.05, while
the cost of a gallon of super un-
leaded fuel will decrease from
$2.27 to $2.15. Super plus unlead-
ed will drop from $2.36 to $2.25
and the price of diesel fuel will
slip from $2.33 to $2.21 a gallon.

Meanwhile in the United King-
dom, AAFES customers will see
the price of super unleaded gas
fall from $2.20 a gallon to $2.09.
Likewise, the price of diesel will
drop in Januaxy from $2.27 a gal-
lon to $2.14.

In Netherlands, the gallon price
for super unleaded fuel will de-
crease from $2.27 to $2.15, while
the cost of super-plus unleaded
will fall from $2.52 to $2.35 a gal-
lon. Diesel fuel dropped from
$2.51 to $2.48 a gallon.

“We go with the Department of
Energy average from the previ-
ous month,” Giuffreda said, ex-
plaining the prices. “We're al-
ways a month behind.”

AAFES sets its prices based on
the average cost of fuel in the
United States, which is checked
weekly by the Department of En-
ergy. The prices are taken from
the previous month and then dis-
pensing costs are factored in.

Troops, civilians and depen-
dents in Italy, Spain, Turkey and
the Azores also have felt the ris-
ing cost of fuel at the pump. How-

Gasline prices in 2004

Gas prices in Europe will fall more than 10 cents a gallon in January.
Here is a look at AAFES prices in dollars for one gallon of super
unleaded gasoline and diesel fuel over the last 12 months.
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ever, rates there aren’t adjusted
s0 often. Rates in Turkey and the
Azores change annually, while
Navy installations in Italy and
Spain adjust prices separately
from AAFES.

Overall, Giuffreda said, AAFES
sold less fuel in 2004 than it did
the previous year. Giuffreda at-
tributed the drop off to the deploy-
ment of tens of thousands of
troops to Iraq and Afghanistan,
though, he added, folks might be
adjusting their driving patterns in
response to higher fuel prices.

“We've pumped nine percent
less gallons,” Giuffreda said. “Is
that conservation? Who knows?”

Citing the Department of Ener-

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Srpes.

gy, an AAFES news release stat-
ed that regular unleaded fuel in
the United States is 33 cents a gal-
lon more expensive than a year
ago. However, AAFES figures for
that same grade of gas in Germa-
ny show a rise of 49 cents.
Giuffreda didn’t know why that
was the case, but he insisted that
AAFES is sticking to its policy of
going by the Energy Department
figures. From time to time there
will be anomalies, he said, noting
that AAFES is mandated to make
money, and then to pour the
money back into military commu-
nities in the form of improved facil-
ities and qualityrof—life programs.
E-mail Kevin Dougherty
Goughartyk@mmar sstripes. osd.mil

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes

A man takes a stroll in the newly fallen snow in Griesheim, Germany.
Cold temperatures are expected to last through midday Wednesday.

Up to five inches of
snow expected in
parts of Germany

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — A winter storm system that
prompted weather warnings and
summoned the plowman in parts
of central Europe this week will
dissipate before it can create New
Year’s Eve traffic snarls, Air
Force weather experts said Tues-

ay.

The cold front, expected to
drop enough powder to match the
average snowfall for the entire
month of December in some
areas of Germany, should move
on by late Wednesday, said Tech.
Sgt. Darrell Roberts at the U.S.
Air Force in Europe’s Operation-
al Weather Squadron in Sem-
bach.

Up to five inches of snow were
expected in some parts of Germa-
ny, according to OWS forecasts,
triggering  weather  warnings
from Baumholder to Stuttgart. At
Ramstein Air Base, where 1.9
inches of snow falls on average in
December, two to three inches
were expected to pile up, Roberts

aid.

*Tts a decent snowfall,” Rob-
erts said. “It doesn’t happen a
great deal.”

A spokeswoman at Ramstein
said Tuesday afternoon that
plows were busy clearing snow
off the flight line at the military’s
chief Air Force hub in Europe,
but the storm had not yet forced
the delay or cancellation of any
flights.

Tuesday marked the second
time plows from the 415th Base
Support Battalion in the Kaiser-
slautern area have hit the roads,
said Kent Carson, deputy director
of Public Works for the 415th.

German contractors working at
US. facilities are required to
start clearing roads and spread-
ing sand after only a few millime-
ters of snow collects on priority
streets, Carson said.

Though the snow isn’t expected
to last, the forecasted weather pat-
tern will likely have people in cen-
tral Europe celebrating a soggy
New Year, with temperatures ris-
ing and more precipitation mov-
ing in by Friday, Roberts said.

“It looks like widespread rain-
fall [for the] New Year’s Eve time-
frame,” he said.

Highs will be in the upper 30s
to mid-40s over the holiday week-
end, Roberts said

E-mail Ben Murray af
murrayb@mail. es!rlpes osd.

Germans: Bush to visit Ramstein

members a visit, i

Feb. 23 as the

rary

of Carney Park, officials said.

German newspapers are reporting that President Bush
plans to visit Ramstein Air Base in February, though the
U.S. military in Europe is keeping mum on the issue.

At least two puhllcanons — Main Spitze ancl Blld Zei-
tung, the with the highest cii rma-
ny— have reported that Bush intends to pay U.. S, service.

Bild Zeitung also hinted at a possible visit to Wlesbaden
where the 1st Armored Division is based.

Carney Park temporarily shut down

Violent wind and rain storms that swept across Naples,
Italy, this weekend toppled trees and forced the tempo-

Navy officials say there is no timeline to reopen the
park, a recreational site set up in the middle of an inactive
volcanic crater just outside the city.

However, cleanup efforts are ongoing and the park will
reopen as soon as possible, said Chief Petty Officer Dawn
Scott, Naval Support Activity Naples spokeswoman.

From staff reports
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Sigrid Fontanez and her daughter Lisa check out some bargains on Christmas cards Tuesday at the Hainer-
berg Main Exchange in Wiesbaden, Germany.

After-Christmas shoppers
taking advantage of sales

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany —
Shoppers should be pleasantly
surprised when returning gifts at
post and base exchanges, thanks
to liberal return policies and holi-
day sale prices, Army and Air
Force Exchange Service offlcials
say.

AAFES stores are offering has-
sle-free exchanges and using gift
cards to give in-store credit for re-
turns without receipts.

Merchandise brought in for a
refund must have a receipt for
cash back; otherwise, an AAFES
gift card will be given for in-store
credit at customer service
counters, said Lorie Sanborn,
sales and merchandise manager
at the Hainerberg Shopping Cen-
ter exchange in Wiesbaden. A bit
of a warning: Gifts returned with-
out receipts might take on new
sales prices, AAFES officials
said.

Merchandise being exchanged
for the same item, just of a differ-
ent size, should be taken to an

AAFES representative on the
sales floor to ask for an exchange,
Sanborn said, helping shoppers
avoid lines at the service
counters.

Most items — with or without
receipts — must be returned to
the store within 90 days, said San-
born. However, unopened music,
movies and games must be re-
turned 45 days from purchase; all
jewelry and watches must be re-
turned 30 days from purchase;
and computers and unopened soft-
ware have only a 15-day window.

These time limitations are writ-
ten on the back of every AAFES
receipt, Sanborn said.

Itis not necessary for merchan-
dise to be returned at the store
where it was purchased, she said.

“AAFES is spread out so far
that, as long as the person has the
item with the UPC code on it, it
will be accepted,” Sanborn said.

She said while gifts are being
returned, shoppers also could
take advantage of after-holiday
sales. In the Wiesbaden store, all
Christmas items are between S0
percent and 75 percent off, plus

there are many markdowns
throughout the store.

“I'm all for it,” said Sigrid Fon-
tanez, who had traveled from
Hanau to shop with her daughter,
Lisa, 15. “I'm definitely going to
pick up Christmas cards, tissue
and wrapping paper, and other
Christmas items. I hope I get ev-
erything for 75 percent off.

“They should put the merchan-
dise up front. At first I thought T
missed it all, but then I got to the
back of the store and saw all the
sales. It’s nice.”

Customers can view the next
two weeks of sales for Europe
and other exchanges around the
world by cl\ckmg on the “AAFES
sales fiyers”  link  at

fes.com, according  to
Debble Byerly, an AAFES spokes-

“Individual stores will also
have local area manager’s spe-
cials on seasonal merchandise,”
Byerly said. “These sales will
vary by store and date, as no two
stores normally have the same ex-
cesses on hand due to individual
store product mix differences.”

E Inigo at:
inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Making a difference
in lives of veterans

Van helps men get to hospital in Richmond

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. —
For Joe Dudley and hundreds of
local war veterans, an 11-passen-
ger Ford van with 40,000 miles on
the odometer is a thing of beauty.

The van, in need of a touchup,
transports veterans with medical
needs from American Legion
Post 74 on Pantops Mountain to
McGuire Veterans Administra-
tion Medical Center in Rich-
mond.

“I think she’s beautiful,” said
Dudley, standing in front of the
government-owned vehicle. “It's
something we've needed for a
Jong time around
here and it’ll real-

tor’s office while waiting for his
charge to finish his medical care.

“I knew about the vans being
available and so I figured I'd go
ask,” he said.

“They said ‘Sure, we've got one
out in the parking lot that’s just sit-
ting there.” So I took it.” The le-
gion post agreed to give the van a
home. The van arrived in Charlot-
tesville on Nov. 9.

“There was some question
about whether it was worth the pa-
perwork because there’s a lot of it
and it's confusing,” Dudley said.
“I figured that if we can handle
the paperwork, the van would
make a big difference in veter-

ans’ lives, so it

Iy help us serve k1 Figured that m:s worth  try-
°“BX§§Z;“::a two if we can Some Sfthe eov-
i ernment  regula-

e e handle the tons areannoy-
ing, he admitted.

other - oroter ppaperwork, the For instance,
and still another ld the van can only
van wou travel from the le-

in World War I
One brother
served in Vietnam
and in the Gulf

make a big
difference in

gion post to the
hospital. It cannot
be used to pick up
members.  Any

War. j. i
As a civilan, velerans’ lives, gacréloﬂmypa:;‘ggef;
Dudley - s s0 it was worth veteran _ must
v . ave prior approv-
veterans as presi- trying. 9y al from the hospi-
dent of American tal  administra-

Legion Post 74 Joe Dudley tion.
and now serves as van driver “ft‘s all about in-

commander of the
local Disabled
American Veterans.

“We've got veterans from all
the wars here in town and they’re
eligible for medical treatment at
the veterans hospital, but a lot of
them have a hard time getting
there,” he said.

So Dudley made himself a des-
ignated driver.

“I took them down in my own
car. I probably made about eight
trips,” Dudley said.

“When you've got an appoint-
ment and you can’t get to it be-
cause you can't get there, it’s not
only bad for you medically but it
costs the Veterans Administra-
tion money.”

On one visit Dudley, decided to
make a side trip to an administra-

surance rules and
it makes sense because they don’t
want anyone abusing the privi-
lege,” Dudley said. “And it’s not
that difficult to get permission
from the hospital. They're pretty
good about it.”

The DAV has a few rules to go
with the service.

No smoking, no scuffling, no al-
cohol, and unruly riders will not
be tolerated. The van made three
trips to Richmond in November
and at least seven were planned
this month.

“The van is there for all the peo-
ple who served the country and
are eligible to go the veterans hos-
pital,” Dudley said.

“The way things are going now-
adays overseas, we may need it
even more in the future.”

$100,000 in gifts arrive overseas for servicemembers
3,000 packages filled with CDs, phone cards, books, sunblock «

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

Sailors and Marines deployed
to remote locations throughout
the Middle East and Africa
might be far from home during
the holidays, but they’re getting
a small gift to help cheer them
up.

More than 3,000 packages
packed with music CDs, phone
cards, books and sunblock
began arriving at the far-flung
bases before Christmas as part
of a stateside sponsorship drive.

The gifts are part of an annual

Morale Welfare and Recreanon

the Horn of Africa, Jordan, Iraq
and i

Lhat was started after the Sepl
11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

The packages — valued at
more than $100,000 — arrived at
the U.S. Navy’s Sth Fleet head-
quarters in Bahrain earlier this
month, said Petty Officer 2nd
Class Jason Trevett, a Navy jour-
nalist stationed at the base.

Volunteers from the base and
members of the Petty Officer
First Class Association helped
prepare the boxes for distribu-
tion to places such as Kuwait,

Servicemembers deployed to
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, United
Arab Emirates and to oil terml-
nals in the Persian Gulf
were to receive the gif

Navy C-130 Hercules trans-
port aircraft distributed most of
the boxes. Federal Express flew
the packages to Bahrain.

This is the third year of the
drive, which was organized out
of Millington, Tenn.

The program has grown larg-
er every year.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:

JASON TREVETT/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Sailors and Marines at Camp Morreel, Kuwait, receive Christmas
gifts this month donated by the Morale, Welfare and Recreation

's stateside

drive.
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Iraqi security forces targeted in attacks

19 policemen among 24 Killed in
multiple assaults by insurgents

BY SLOBODAN LEKIC
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Insurgents
launched multiple attacks on
Iragqi police across the dangerous
Sunni Triangle on Tuesday, Kill-
ing 24 people — including 19 po-
licemen — a day after the major
Sunni Muslim  political party
pulled out of the Jan. 30 elections
citing the deteriorating security
situation.

Also Tuesday, a militant group
claimed to have executed eight
Iragi employees of the Sandi
Group, an American security
company, saying they had sup-
ported the U.S-led occupation.
The claim could not be indepen-
dently verified.

Twelve policemen died when
gunmen attacked a station 12
miles south of Tikrit, Saddam
Hussein’s hometown, said Arkan
Mohammed, a local government
official.

A car bomb killed five Iragi Na-
tional Guardsmen and injured 26
near Bagouba, a town 35 miles
northeast of Baghdad, after the
paramilitary troops had cordoned
off an area in order to disarm a
madslde bomb, said Maj. Neal
O’Bri¢

In Baqouba, gunmen assassinat-
ed Capt. Na'em Muhanad Abdul-

h, a local police commander,
and wounded three other men, a
spokesman said.

Elsewhere Tuesday, a car
bomb exploded in the village of
Muradiya, 18 miles northeast of
Baghdad, killing five civilians
and wounding dozens, said Dr.
Ahmed Fouad of the Bagouba
General Hospital.

In Mosul, a gunman attacked a
police station in the Hadbaa dis-

trict, killing one policeman, po-
lice Capt. Ahmed Khalil.

In another blow to plans to hold
the ballot as scheduled, the larg-
est Sunni political group with-
drew from the race Monday, only
hours after a suicide car bomber
killed 15 people in Baghdad in an
attempt to assassinate the head of
Iraq’s strongest Shiite party.

The rebels campaign to disrupt
the elections for a new constitu-
tional assembly has steadily esca-
lated in recent weeks, and most
Sunni parties and religious
groups have already decided to
boycott the ballot, calling for a
postponement of the vote until
the security situation stabilizes.

Iraqg’s national security advis-
er, Qassem Dawoud, called on
Syria to turn in Saddam Hussein
loyalists who are helping insur-
gents in Iraq and to help secure
its border. He said that Sabaawi
al-Hassan, one of Saddam’s half
brothers, and a Saddam loyalist
named Younis al-Ahmed are sup-
porting the insurgency from

“We hope the Syrian govern-

its territories and limiting the
movements of Saddamists there,”
Dawoud told the Al-Rai Al-Aam
daily during a visit to Kuwait.
Insurgents have mainly target-
ed members of the interim gov-

ernment’s security forces —
‘whom they consider to be collabo-
rators with the American occupa-
tion forces — killing hundreds in
the past two months.

The 10 employees of Sandi
Group were kidnapped west of
Baghdad on Dec. 13 by militants
claiming to represent the Mujahe-
deen Army, The Black Banner

People inspect a destroyed police station 12 miles south of Tikrit, Iraq, on Tuesday. Twelve policemen died

when gunmen attacked the station.

Brigade, and the Mutassim Bel-
lah Brigade.

“Eight have been executed be-
cause it was proven that they
were supporting the occupying
army. The other two will be re-
leased for lack of evidence,” a
statement said.

In the city of Samarra, a suicide
attacker detonated his car in the
city center wounding 10 people,
including three children, police
Maj. Saadoun Ahmed Matroud.

0 in Samarra, U.S. troops
Killed three gunmen when they at-
tacked an American post, the mili-
tary said. No U.S. servicemen
were wounded.

Several mortar rounds targeted
an Iraqi police station in Mufrig,
injuring three policemen, said Lt.
Saleh Hussein.

In Babil province, police said
they arrested 10 men in a raid in
Jbila after intelligence indicated
the suspects were allegedly plot-
ting to attack a police station
there, Capt. Hady Hatif said.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

As of Monday, at least 1,325 members of the U.S. military have
died since the beginning of the Iraq war in March 2003, according
to an Associated Press count. At least 1,038 died as a result of hos-
tile action, the Defense Department said. The figures include three
military civilians.

The AP count is four higher than the Defense Department’s tally,
last updated at 10 a.m. EST Monday.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush declared that major com-
bat operations in Iraq had ended, 1,187 U.S. military members have
died, according to AP’s count. That includes at least 925 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, according to the

The latest deaths reported by the military:

M A soldier was killed Sunday by an explosive in Samarra, Iraq.

M A soldier was killed Monday by an explosive in Baghdad.

The latest identifications reported by the Defense Department:

Killed Thursday in Iraq’s Anbar province; assigned to 3rd Battal-
ion, Sth Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.:

W Marine Lance Cpl. Eric Hillenburg, 21, Marion, Ind.

B Marine Lance Cpl. James R. Phillips, 21, Florida

W Marine Cpl. Raleigh C. Smith, 21, Lincoln, Mont.

The Associated Press

tary’s numbers.

Tape likely bin Laden

WASHINGTON — An audio-
tape by Osama bin Laden sug-
gests the al-Qaida chief has ac-
cepted Abu-Musab al-Zarqawi’s
offer to unite the world’s most fa-
‘mous terror group and the bloodi-
est insurgency inside Irag, nation-
al security experts say.

AU.S. official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said Tuesday
the CIA technical analysis of the
2-minute, S-second audio tape
concludes with “moderate confi-
dence” that the voice is bin Lad-
en’s. The official said the quality
of the tape is poor, making it diffi-
cult to come to a more certain con-
clusion, but the official added that
the U.S. government is operating
on the assumption that the tape
came from bin Laden.

Bin Laden could benefit from
allying himself with an anti-Amer-
ican fighter who gets daily publici-
ty. Al-Zarqawi may get more fi-
nancial assistance and support
from bin Laden’s backers, the ex-
perts said.

But for bin Laden, the alliance
comes at a price: He is now tied to
a man directing bomb attacks
against Iraq’s majority Shiite

Americans going online to support troops

BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The staff at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center asked Monday that no
more phone cards or other goods be collected
and sent to Walter Reed through February.

Such is the crush of support for troops serv-
ing or wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The Internet has made much of this revolu-
tion in giving possible, with Web sites popping
up regularly to help the public show their sup-
port and to try to make life a little better for
some servicemember downrange.

Helping GIs communicate with distant loved
ones is a popular and practical way people are

Last week, Democracy for America, former
presidential candidate Howard Dean’s new po-
litical action committee, donated 200,000 min-
utes of phone cards to patients at veterans’ hos-
pitals in seven states.

Also last week, the Capital One finance com-
pany announced it would donate its video tele-
conferencing facilities in McLean, Va., and
Richmond, Va., from 9 am. to 1 p.m. EST on
Dec. 30 to connect local family members with
their troops in Camp Taji (aka Camp Cooke)
and Camp Fallujah.

e gesture is being made in conjunction

Muslims as well as

From The Associated Press

with the Freedom Calls Foundation,
ww org, a New York-based non-
profit organization that links military personnel
and their families worldwide.

Operation Troop Appreciation, one of many
philanthropic “operations,” has fielded re-
quests and outfitted 1,000 troops with T-shirts,
socks and underwear, recently throwing a
party and raffle at Finnigan’s Wake, a bar in
Pittsburgh.

This nonprofit was started by Kristen Hollo-
way and fellow students at the Katz Graduate
School of Business at the University of Pitts-

Holloway asked a friend whose brother was
in Iraq what he needed. When told he needed
T-shirts for his platoon, Holloway solicited the
help of friends and family and eventually
tapped the talents of the business school to set
up a nonprofit.

Books for Soldiers (found on the Internet at
www.booksforsoldiers.com), which calls itself
as “Care Packages for the Mind,” was started
during the first Gulf War to alleviate service-
members’ boredom during downtimes.

GIs send in addresses, which book donors
can see on a message board, to mail books or
other requested items. The site offers mailing
tips such as keeping the packages small to en-
sure swift delivery.

Two authors of parenting books want service-
members and_their families to have their
e-books, free of charge.

This site www.giftformilitaryfamilies. com,
offers a “care package from the heart.

Erin Brown Conroy, mother of 12 and author
of “20 Secrets to Success with Your Child,” and

Mort Fertel, who penned “Marriage Fitness”
which he calls a step-by-step system for getting
any marriage in top shape, are offered free of
charge to family members of deployed service-
members.

The site www.operationfirstresponse.org fo-
cuses on wounded troops, not just at Walter
Reed and Bethesda Naval Hospital, but at 11
combat support hospitals in Iraq and Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center in Germany.

With online donations, they buy a backpack
and fill it with items the troops and family mem-
bers always say are needed: socks, underwear,
a toothbrush, razors, a 100-minute phone card,
and such.

Though storage facilities at Walter Reed are
full, there is always a need for cash donations to
the organizations that provide support to ser-
vicemembers at Walter Reed and at other mili-
tary hospitals.

Some cited were the Walter Reed Society, at
www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/wrsociety/; the
Fisher House, at http://fisherhouse.org; or the
American Red Cross at www.redcross. org.

Many other worthwhile organizations are list-
ed at the “Support Our Troops” link in the De-
partment of Defense Web site, www.defen-
damerica.mil/support_troops. html or at
www.stripes.com, where you can find a link to
America Supports You, a Web site where such
ions can get their word out.

E-mail Pat Dickson at:
dicksonp@stripes.osd.mil
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Tsunami death toll rises to 52,000

Bodies hastily
buried as fear
of disease rises

BY LELY T. DJUHARI
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
Mourners in Sri Lanka buried
their dead with bare hands Tues-
day while displaced and hungry is-
landers in Indonesia looted stores
following an explosive tsunami
that the United Nations said may
be history’s costliest natural disas-

The death toll rose dramatically
0 52,000, and officials expected it
to rise fus s

A dozen nations in a band of de-
struction from Southeast Asia to
Africa tallied corpses at tropical
beaches, devastated villages and
choked hospital morgues — with
10,000 dead found in a single Indo-
nesian town. The overall toll Tues-
day doubled over the previous
day.

Thousands of people were miss-
ing, and millions are homeless.

Aid agencies feared malaria
and cholera may add to the toll
from Sunday’s massive
quake-sparked waves, and mount-
ed what U.N. officials said would
be the world’s biggest relief effort.

“This is unprecedented,” said
Yvette Stevens, an emergency re-
lief coordinator of the U.N. Office
for the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs.

But help wasn't arriving fast
enough for Indonesia’s Sumatra is-
land, where residents turned to
looting to find food.

“There is no help; it is each per-
son for themselves here,” district
official Tengku Zulkarnain told
el-Shinta radio from the island’s
devastated western coast.

AP photos

Above: Bodies are piled in a mass burial pit for unidentified bodies Tuesday near Galle, Sri Lanka. Below: A
government worker throws bleach on the ground in Woollapalem, India, to prevent disease outbreaks.

Emergency  workers who
reached the northern tip of
Sumatra island found that 10,000
people had been killed in a single
town, Meulaboh, said Purnomo
Sidik, national disaster director at
the Social Affairs Ministry.

Sunday’s 9.0-magnitude earth-
quake under the Indian Ocean
shot concussions of water onto
coastlines from Indonesia to Soma-
lia, drowning tens of thousands. Al-
most a third of the dead were chil-
dren, the U.N. children’s agency
estimated.

More than 20,000 were killed in
Indonesia, more than 4,000 in
India and more than 1,500 in Thai-
land. Indonesia’s vice presldent es-
timated his country probably had
27,000 victims.

The death toll from the tsunami
eventually could double because
of disease, the World Health Orga-
nization warned Tuesday.

“There is certainly a chance
that we could have as many dying
from communicable diseases as

from the tsunami,” Dr. David Na-
barro, head of crisis operations for
WHO, told reporters.

In Sri Lanka’s severely hit town
of Galle, officials mounted a loud-
speaker on a fire engine to advise
residents to lay bodies on roads
for collection. Elsewhere in Sri
Lanka, residents took on burial ef-
forts with forks or_even bare
hands to scrape a final resting
place for victims.

he tsunami and flooding have
uprooted land mines in the
war-torn _country, threatening to
kill or maim aid workers and survi-
vors attempting to return to what's
left of their homes.

Indonesia’s Sumatra island was
nearest the epicenter of Sunday’s
monstrous quake — the world’s
biggest in 40 years — and rescuers
there battled to reach isolated
coasts and dig into rubble of de-
stroyed houses to seek survivors
and retrieve the dead.

“We are working 24 hours to get
out people out,” said Red Cross
worker Tamin Faisil in Banda
Aceh on Sumatra.

Red Cross official Irman Rach-
mat, also in Banda Aceh, said peo-
ple on the island were in despair.

“People are looting, but not be-
cause they are evil ... they are hun-
gry,” he said. “We don’t have
enough people to bury the dead.
We are worried that all the corps-
es on the streets will lead to dis-
ease.”

‘They just ran for their lives’

N.H. family visiting Thailand beach fortunate to survive surprise wave

The Associated Press

PORTSMOUTH, NH. — A
Portsmouth family is lucky to be
alive after their trip around the
world landed them at the site of
this week’s devastating earth-
quake in Asia.

Bill and Susan McClure have
been traveling since July with
their two daughters, Morgan and
Lily, ages 12 and 8. They reached
Thailand on Christmas, the day
before a magnitude 90 earth-
quake struck the Indian Ocean,
killing more than 52,000 people.

At least 12 USS. citizens died,
Secretary of State Colin Powell
said. Hundreds more remained
missing in 10 countries in south-
ern Asia and Africa.

Bill McClure’s brother, An-
drew McClure, said Susan and
the girls were on the beach when
the natural disaster hit.

“It sounds like they were in a

very dangerous situation and got
out of it,” Andrew McClure said
Monday night. “They were on the
beach and they ran. Then we got
word they didn’t know where Bill
was.”

Bill McClure was believed to
have been on a scuba diving trip
at the time. At least 24 hours
passed before his family heard
that he was OK.

At 4 am. on Monday, Andrew
McClure got a phone call at his
Brentwood home from Susan.

“We were very fortunate that
they were able to call us,” he said.
“They borrowed an international
cell phone, so they only had a few
minutes.”

Susan McClure described what
happened when the tsunami hit.

“You can only imagine what it
must have been like to be a moth-
er with 12- and 8-year-old girls
clinging to you,” said Andy Mc-

Clure. “She said the water was
ankle deep and then suddenly it
was chest deep. They just ran for
their lives. 've been in tough
spots before, but never where my
life, and my children’s lives, were
in imminent threat of death. You
just can’t know what that kind of
trauma does to you.”

Communication has been limit-
ed during the family’s travels, pri-
marily because the McClures
have spent most nights camping
out, Andrew McClure said. When
they reached Thailand, however,
where accommodations are less
expensive, they were able to stay
in a hotel.

Since they started their travels,
the McClures have been filing
regular dispatches that have been
published on the Sunday Herald
travel page and on www.seacoast
online.com.

When asked if he thought the
family would continue their jour-

ney or return to Ponsmoulh, An-
drew McClure wasn't sure.

“It all depends on the details of
what happened,” he said.

“This has the potential of being
a very traumatizing thing. They
have kids. I don’t know how
they'll be filtering this through.
They probably need time to feel
safe before they can decide to go
on.”

E-1 AND ABOVE APPROVED

At least 800
dead after
train leveled

The Associated Press

TELWATTA, Sri Lanka —
More than 800 people were
killed when their train, the
“Queen of the Sea,” was swept
off the track by this week’s rag-
ing tsunami, police said, and
several hundred bodies pulled

m the twisted wreckage
were buried Tuesday along-
side the railway line.

e train was carrying 1,000
residents of Colombo to a south-
ern beach resort when it came
to a stop just before its destina-
tion as waters began to rise
Sunday. Residents of nearby
towns ran onto the train, trying
to seek protection on its roof
when the wall of water hit, po-
lice said. The eight train cars
lay disconnected and over-
turned in deep pools of water
yards away from the track
amid debris and fallen palm
trees Tuesday. The force of the
waves had torn off some of the
wheels, and the tracks twisted
like a loop on a roller coaster.

One thousand tickets were
sold in Colombo for the train,
and rescuers recovered 802
bodies from the train’s cars
and the muck beneath them,
said military spokesman Brig.
Daya Ratnayake.
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The information on this page is authorized for commissary shoppers only. These are extra low prices on selected items available only in your commissary for a limited
time. Make sure to look at the top of the page for sale dates. Sometimes, because of product distribution or locations of stores, a few of the prices on this page may
The commissary is not responsible for erors on this page or in any commercially funded advertising. The commissary is not
required to offer the prices advertised here if the price shown is in error. This advertising is not sponsored or paid for by the Defense Commissary Agency or the

not be available at the advertised price.

By Rick Brink
richard.brink@deca.mil

FORT LEE, Va. — The
“commissary locator,” a new driving-
distance calculator and mapping
feature on
http://www.commissaries.com,
highlights several changes to the
Defense Commissary Agency Web
site designed to help patrons
maximize their shopping experience.
The Web site sports a new red, white
and blue motif with drop-down
navigation menus to give the site a
consistent look and operation
throughout and to help visitors
navigate more speedily. It also gives
visitors an option to view Flash

imations highlighting features that

system responds by providing a list
of all commissaries within the
driving distance. When visitors select
a commissary from the list, they’re
taken to that commissary’s Web page
that features a link for detailed
driving directions to the i

advertising supplement to the Stars and Stripes

Scholarships for Military Children
program enters fifth anniversary year

By Bonnie Powell
bonnie.powell@deca.mil

FORT LEE, Va. — The fifth
year of Scholarships for Military
Children is now underway.

from a location provided by the
visitor. The Dec. 1 launch of the
new-look Web site comes four years
after it was last changed. The site’s
content is essentially the same,
although it’s been organized and
presented a little differently in some
cases to better present content that’s
been added in the last four years.

The popular commissary
store Web pages, which each of the
272 commissaries maintain

make commissary shopping so
unique and popular among U.!
military service members.

“The changes couldn’t come
at a better time. November marked
the first anni 'y of unlimited

i Ives to provide the most
current local shopping information
possible, are still featured under the
“locations” navigation button.

Designed with commissary
shoppers in mind, the site also serves

commissary shopping for Guard and
Reserve families, many of whom live
some distance from a commissary.
Our new commissary locator feature
will make it easy for them to
determine where to shop,” said
Patrick B. Nixon, DeCA’s acting
director and chief executive officer.
Visitors use the commissary
locator by providing their ZIP code
and a driving distance of their choice
into data fields on a Web page. The

DeCA empl and its business
partners. A new “about us”
navigation button serves as the
gateway to job announcements,
information for employees,
information for business partners and
as a way to access the online
customer comment form. Thanks to
the drop-down navigation menus,
these popular features are just a click
away from the home page.

Admini; d by Fisher House
Foundation and funded by the
manufacturers and industry
supporting commissaries, the
program has awarded over $3 million
through nearly 2,000 scholarships to
the sons and daughters of active duty
service members, Guard and Reserve
members, and military retirees.

“The Scholarships for
Military Children program has
become a major community event for
commissaries since its inception five
years ago,” said Patrick B. Nixon,
chief executive officer for the
Defense Commissary Agency. “The
program awarded 500 scholarships in
2004 and ceremonies were held in
commissaries worldwide in honor of
these outstanding students. The
industry members who support this
program should be proud — and we
hope the fifth anniversary year will
be the best yet!”

Applications for the 2005
program are available at
commissaries or online at
htp://www.militaryscholar.org. A
link to the program will be on
http://www.commissaries.com, the

DeCA Web site. Eligibility and other
information are also available at the
program Web site. Applications,
which must include an essay on how
the heightened awareness of
terrorism has impacted the student’s
life, are due at commissaries Feb. 16,
2005. At least one $1,500 scholarship
will be awarded at every commissary
location with qualified applicants.

The scholarship program is
open to unmarried children under the
age of 21 (23 if enrolled in school) of
active duty personnel, Reserve,
Guard and retired military. Eligibility
will be determined using the Defense
Enrollment Eligibility Reporting
System (DEERS) database.
Applicants should ensure that they, as
well as their sponsor, are currently
enrolled in the DEERS database and
have a current ID card.

The applicant must be
planning to attend, or already
attending, an accredited college or
university full-time in the fall term of
2005, or enrolled in a program of
studies designed to transfer directly
into a four-year program.

The scholarship program can
also accept public donations at
http://www.militaryscholar.org.
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Generation of young Asians lost to disaster

BY S. SRINIVASAN
The Associated Press

CUDDALORE, India — The buzz of
grim conversation in the darkened morgue
was broken by a man’s shriek as the small
body was lowered on a bed. “My son, my
king!” wailed Venkatesh, hugging the limp
shrouded bundle.

Thousands of miles away in Indonesia,
farmer Yusya Yusman aimlessly searched
the beaches for his two children lost in Sun-
day’s tsunami. “My life is over,” he said
emotionlessly.

In country after country, children have
emerged as the biggest victims of Sunday’s
quake-born tsunamis — thousands and
thousands drowned, battered and washed
away by huge walls of water that have
wiped away huge number from an entire
generation of Asians.

“The power of this earthquake, and its
huge geographical reach, are just stagger-
ing,” said UNICEF Executive Director

Children emerging as the biggest victims
of tsunamis; disease expected to kill more

Carol Bellamy. Hundreds of thousands of
children who managed to survive in the af-
fected coastal communities now “may be
in serious jeopardy,” she added.

The U.N. organization estimates at least
one-third of the tens of thousands who died
were children, and the proportion could be
up to half, said UNICEF spokesman Alfred
Ironside in New York. He said communi-
ties are suffering a double loss: dead chil-
dren and orphaned boys and girls. “Our
major concern is that the kids who sur-
vived the tsunami now survive the after-
math. Because children are the most vul-
nerable to discase and lack of proper nutri-
tion and water.”

Children make up at least half of the pop-
ulation in Asia. Many of them work along-

side poverty-stricken parents in the fishing
or related industries in coastal areas, so
they were in harm’s way when the tsuna-
mis came. Many children from the more af-
fluent families also would have been on the
beaches for a stroll or for Sunday picnics.

In Sri Lanka, which suffered the biggest
loss of lfe, crowds had come to the beach-
es to watch the sea after word spread that
it was producing larger-than-normal
waves.

Thousands of children joined their el-
ders to see the spectacle. The waves
brought in fish. The old and the young col-
lected them. Many waited for more fun.

Then the 15- to 20-foot waves hit the trop-
ical island of 19 million people.

ey got caught and could not run to
safety. This is the reason why we have so

many child victims,” said Rienzie Perera, a
police spokesman who said reports from af-
fected police stations indicated children
made up about half the victims in Sri
Lanka.

On Monday, parents wept over the bod-
ies of their children in streets and hospitals
across the island, even as some dead chil-
dren still dangled unclaimed from barbed
wire fences.

The scenes of unimagined grief and
mourning were repeated across Asia.

“Where are my children?” wept
4l-year-old Absah, as she searched for her
11 missing children in Banda Aceh, the In-
donesian city closest to Sunday’s epicen-

ter.

On the day disaster struck, Malaysian
Rosita Wan recalled watching in horror as
her S-year-old son was gulped by the sea
while he swam near the shore at Penang.

“I could only watch helplessly while I
heard my son screaming for help. Then he
was underwater and I never saw him
again,” said a sobbing Rosita, 30.

U.S. agency adding $20M to relief efforts

PHUKET INTER HOSPITAL/AP

Hannes Bergstroem is recovering
in a Thai hospital since he was
found alone after the tsunamis.
His uncle has since joined him.

Toddler ID’d
as parents
still missing

The Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand — A
blond two-year-old found sitting
alone on a road in Thailand who
was taken to a hospital was reunit-
ed with his uncle, who saw the
boy’s picture on the hospital’s
Web site.

A man who identified himself
only as Jim said Tuesday that the
child was his nephew.

“When I saw Hannes on the In-
ternet, I booked an air ticket to
come here in less than five
hours,” he said.

Jim arrived at Phuket Interna-
tional Hospital from Chonburi
late Monday night from the city
of Chonburi.

He said five relatives from
Goteborg, Sweden, were on a
monthlong vacation in Thailand
when the waters struck. Hannes’
mother and were

The Associated Press

The U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development prepared
Tuesday to add $20 million to an
initial $15 million contribution for
Asian earthquake relief as Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell bristled
at a United Nations official’s sug-
gestion that the United States has
been “stingy.”

A senior U.S. official told The
Associated Press the increased
aid figure was bound to be
pushed even higher as assess-
ments of the damage from the big-
gest earthquake in 40 years are re-
ceived.

The Pentagon is preparing a
supplemental relief operation
and pre-stocked supplies of shel-
ter, food and water bags are on
their way to Indonesia from
Dubai, said the official, speaking
on condition of anonymity.

“The United States has given
more aid in the last four years
than any other nation or combina-
tion of nations in the world,” Pow-
ell said when asked about the
comments Monday by Jan Ege-
land, the U.N. humanitarian aid
chief.

Other aid agencies were strug-
gling to organize what may be the
world’s largest and most complex
relief effort — responding to a
swathe of death and destruction
across 11 countries that the Unit-
ed Nations described as unprece-
dented.

Egeland, who is in charge of
emergency relief coordination,
said the disaster had caused
“many billions of dollars” of dam-
age, and could be the costliest in
history.

Relief organizations used to
dealing with one or two crises in
the world at a time now have 11 di-
saster zones, tens of thousands of
unburied bodies, millions of peo-
ple left homeless and the risk of

missing; his father and grandfa-
ther were in another hospital, the
Swedish

From left, Kanthi
water into a cup Monday during a ceremony for the departed at the New York Buddhist Vihara, a Buddl
temple in Queens, N.Y., where supplies are being collected to aid victims of the earthquake and tsunamis.

Lalani Chanrika and Mervin Goonewardena pour
ist

American families of victims wait, help

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Throughout
the city, relatives of people in 11
countries pounded by this week-
end’s earthquake and tsunamis
waited anxiously for news of
death and devastation to trickle
in — while reaching out to help
those who survived the disaster.

“My hometown is on a small is-
land, and my family’s house is
close to the sea. All has been de-
stroyed, and they don’t know
about the people yet,” said
Abdul Zainuddin, an employee
of the Indonesian consulate in
Manhattan.

People tried to do something,
offering food, medicine and

clothing while making phone
calls around the clock to get
news of their loved ones.

A day after the disaster,
Zainuddin tried to get through to
his sister, her husband and their
three children in Sigli, on the is-
land of Sumatra.

He finally reached his brother
in Jakarta via military communi-
cations. The news was not good:
Their sister’s house in Sigli was
destroyed, and the family had
not been found. But the brothers
still hoped the five might have
survived.

Waruna president

“I was so relieved when I
heard her voice. She and my sis-
ter are OK,” the Queens resident
said.

In Queens’ Parkside Hill
neighborhood, the New York
Buddhist Vihara temple became
a hub for many of the 4,500 Sri

s living in the metropoli-
tan area.

A steady stream of people, in-
cluding neighbors and strang-
ers, arrived with bags holding ev-

ing from summer clothing
and blankets to canned food and
plastic cutlery.

“I 'm so shucked I just had to

of the New York-based United
Sri Lanka Society, said he finally
reached his mother late Sunday.

aid Tilak Fonse-
ka.

Verena Dobnik of The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

mass of diseaseA

“This is ? said
Yvette Stevens, an emergency re-
lief of the U.N. Office

reported.

Hospital staff put pictures of
Hannes on the hospital Web site.
The staff said he was found sit-
ting on a road not far from the
town of Khao Lak.

for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian

Almost all of the nations hit
were poor and developing, and
will be largely reliant on outside
help to cope.

Some nations will be expected
to take on more of the burden of
relief efforts, said the United Na-
tions, which is coordinating with
organizations including the Inter-
national Red Cross.

“A country like India has a lot

of capacity to cope,” Stevens said.
“In Malaysia, there has been
some [impact] but the govern-
ment can cope.”

Meanwhile, relief  supplies
were starting to trickle into the re-
gion’s devastated nations.

The Red Cross in Nairobi,
Kenya, which has launched an ap-
peal for $6.6 million — said in a
statement that a plane carrying
105 tons of blankets, medicines
and tarps for 50,000 people was
headed Tuesday to Sri Lanka.
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Crash
grounds
planes
in Kabul

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan —
Flights were suspended at
Kabul airport on Tuesday
after a cargo plane crashed
when its landing gear failed, of-
ficials said. None of the six
crewmembers were injured.

Engineers were trying to re-
move the damaged plane from
the runway.

Ghulam Ali Tamur, general
director of the Afghan capital’s
airport, said the plane, belong-
ing to the British Gulf compa-
ny, suffered a technical prob-
lem and its landing gear had
failed to come down, forcing it
to land on its bodywork at
around 9 am.

“Of course there’s some
damage to the airplane, but
there’s no damage to other air-
planes at the airport,” he told
The Associated Press.

He gave no further details,
such as where the plane had
embarked from and what
cargo it was carrying.

Abdul Rahman, an official at
the national carrier, Ariana Af-
ghan Airlines, said the plane, a
small Antonov, had six crew,
including two pilots.

He said all flights were sus-
pended at the airport as engi-
neers tried to remove the
plane from the runway, which
he expected to take at least an-
other hour, although with
snow falling, flights were like-
ly to be postponed anyway.

Saddam’s billions possibly smuggled

BY EDITH M. LEDERER
The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — Paul
Volcker, who is heading an inves-
tigation of alleged corruption in
the UN. oil-for-food program,
said in an interview that most of
the money illegally obtained by
Saddam Hussein was from smug-
gling, which was known by the
U.N. Security Council but not
stopped.

In the interview set for broad-
cast Tuesday with Alhurra, the
U.S. government-backed televi-
sion station tailored for Arab audi-
ences, Volcker questioned the reli-
ability of reports that Saddam di-
verted amounts ranging from
$1.7 billion to $21 billion from the
$60 billion oil-for-food program.

The former U.S. Federal Re-
serve chairman said there was a
lot of confusion between money
from smuggling and money ob-
tained illegally under the
oil-for-food program, and he re-
fused to give any estimates.

“The big figures that you see in

Investigator: Majority of illegal
money not from oil-for-food deal

the press, which are sometimes la-
beled oil-for-food — the big fig-
ures are smuggling, which took
place before the oil-for-food pro-
gram started and it continued
while the oil-for-food program
was in place,” he said, according
to a transcript obtained Monday
by The Associated Press.

The Security Council autho-
rized the oil-for-food program to
help Iragis cope with U.N. sanc-
tions imposed after Saddam’s
1990 invasion of Kuwait.
Launched in December 1996, it al-
lowed the former Iraqi regime to
sell oil provided the money went
primarily to buy humanitarian
goods and pay reparations to vic-
tims of the 1991 Gulf War.

Saddam’s government decided
on the goods it wanted, who
should provide them, and who
could buy Iragi oil — but the Secu-

rity Council committee oversee-
ing sanctions monitored the con-
tracts.

In a report in October, top U.S.
weapons investigator Charles Du-
elfer said Saddam was able to
“subvert” the oil-for-food pro-

m to generate an estimated
$1.7 billion in revenue outside
U.N. control from 1997-2003. In
addition, Iraq brought in over $8
billion in illicit oil deals with Jor-
dan, Syria, Turkey and Egypt
through smuggling or illegal
pumping from 1991-2003 when
sanctions were in place, he said.

U.S. congressional investiga-
tors reported in November that
Saddam made more than $21.3
billion in illegal revenue — over
$13 billion from smuggling and
about $7 billion by subverting the
oil-for-food program.

“Without  question, [there

were] problems in the oil-for-food
area,” Volcker said. “But when
you look at those $10 billion fig-
ures, or $20 billion figures, most
of those numbers are so-called
smuggling, much of which was
known and taken note of by the Se-
curity Council, but not stopped.”

Volcker refused to speculate on
why the council didn’t stop the
smuggling, but indicated the
issue likely would be addressed
in his reports. An initial report is
expected in January and a final
report in the summer, he said.

Volcker stressed that the inves-
tigation isn’t just focusing on
whether UN. officials may be
guilty of corruption, he said, but
on other issues: Did U.N. officials
follow proper procedures? Was
there “bad administration rather
than corrupt administration?”
What were the directions from
the Security Council, and what
was its responsibility?

But Volcker said the investiga-
tion can't avoid the question of
smuggling, including why the Se-
curity Council didn’t take action
to stop it.

A supporter of Ukrainian opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko shouts

Monday during a rally in Kiev's ma
flag in the background.
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Yushchenko declared
winner in Ukrainian
presidential election

BY ALEKSANDAR VASOVIC
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Opposition
leader Viktor Yushchenko won
Ukraine’s presidential election by
more than two million votes, elec-
tion officials said Tuesday.

The Central Election Commis-
sion said Yushchenko won 51.99
percent to Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych’s 44.19 percent, ac-
cording to its final preliminary
vote tally — a difference of about
2.3 million votes.

Yanukovych has refused to con-
cede defeat and says he will ap-
peal to the Supreme Court in a
bid to overturn the result. His
camp says it has filed nearly
5,000 complaints about Sunday’s
balloting.

A similar legal challenge by
Yushchenko  following  the
fraud-tainted  Nov. sec-
ond-round runoff proved success-
ful, leading to Sunday’s unprece-
dented third round.

President Leonid Kuchma, in
the runup to Sunday’s vote, urged
both candidates to accept the offi-
cial result and not appeal. And
the Council of Europe, the conti-
nent’s top human rights watch-
dog, also called on Yanukovych
on Tuesday to accept defeat.

“I call on all parties to accept
the verdict of the ballot box and
to refrain from rhetoric which
may fuel division in Ukraine,”
said Terry Davis, the council’s
secretary general.

Ukraine’s east-west divide has
deepened during the bitter and

election

The Russian-speaking, heavily in-

dustrialized east backed Yanuk-
ovych, while cosmopolitan Kiev
and the nationalistic west support-
ed Yushchenko.

Yushchenko has said he will
aim to end the hostility between
eastern and western Ukraine
within two years.

“The problem is that a system
has been created in which some
[business] clans hold colossal
power,” Yushchenko said in an in-
terview published Tuesday by
Russian daily Izvestia, referring
to eastern Ukraine.

“This is an Asiatic model of oli-
garchic rule.”

Yushchenko said his first mis-
sion in office would be a trip to
Moscow to try and fix “de-
formed” ties between the two na-
tions.

“We can and must turn this
page if we are friends and are pre-
pared to look one another in the
eye,” Yushchenko said.

Moscow aggressively support-
ed Yanukovych in the first two
rounds of voting in November,
and is nervous about the east-
ward expanding EU and NATO.
Russia is a giant investor in Ukrai-
nian business, and Ukraine is a
key consumer of Russian goods.

Yushchenko said both coun-
tries needed a better working rela-
tionship.

“Russia is Ukraine’s neighbor.
It is better to argue twice with
your wife than once with your
neighbor,” Yushchenko told Izves-
tia, adding that the two nations
share Slavic roots, family links,
culture and language.
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Nasty weather causes trouble on Calif. coast

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A powerful storm
moved along the coast Tuesday, causing
highway-blocking mudslides, flooding and
power outages. Up to a foot of rain was pos-
sible in one mountain area.

Police said the weather may have con-
tributed to the death of a young man who
apparently tried to surf in 10- to 12-foot
waves.

“It’s really rough out there,” said Paul
Cole, a fire official at Half Moon Bay, de-
scribing the surf where the young man was
found.

Highway flooding caused traffic acci-
dents early Tuesday in Ventura and Los

Snow in north, rain in south lead to floods,
power outages, mudslides and deadly surf

Angeles counties. A mudslide in Santa Bar-
bara County closed northbound lanes of
Highway 101, backing up traffic for about
20 miles, said Danette Yriarte, a dispatch
supervisor for the California nghway Pa-
trol.

Southern California Edison said about
10,000 customers complained of lasting
power outages. “The coastal communities
within five miles of the coast are taking
quite a pounding,” utility spokesman Mar-

lon Walker said.

Meteorologists said up to 12 inches of
rain was possible by afternoon in the moun-
tains above Santa Barbara, with 10 inches
predicted in the mountains and foothills
surrounding the Los Angeles Basin.

Flash flood watches were issued for Los
Angeles, Ventura and Santa Barbara coun-
ties.

The storm already had caubed similar
problems in northern Californi;

Two to 4 feet of snow was possible at
higher elevations of the eastern Sierra Ne-
vada and the Lake Tahoe area, the Nation-
al Weather Service said.

On Monday, San Francisco was hit by
more than 3 inches of rain that delayed
flights at San Francisco International Air-
port. City officials gave away up to 10 free
sandbags per household to help deal with
the flooding.

North of San Francisco, Marin County
got 6 inches of rain.

Meteorologists. forecast unstable, wet
weather through next week — rain
possible for the Rose Parade on New
Year’s Day. It hasn't rained on the Rose Pa-
rade since 1955.

Alleged samples selling

PHILADELPHIA — Federal
prosecutors have charged three
pharmacists and two doctors with
selling hundreds of thousands of
dollars worth of drug samples
that were supposed to have been
given to patients for free.

Prosecutors in criminal cases
filed Monday accused the doctors
of selling pharmacists thousands
of free pills given to them by phar-
maceutical companies as part of
promotional programs.

The pharmacists then punched
the pills out of their sample-size
packets and mingled them with
other medications for resale to pa-
tients, the government claimed.

The defendants face fines and
potential jail time if convicted.

Tax shelter scheme

SEATTLE — A federal jury
convicted six people Monday in a
tax shelter scheme that helped
1,500 people take $120 million in
false income tax deductions from
1997 to 2001.

After a seven-week trial, the
six defendants were convicted of
conspiracy to defraud the govern-
ment, mail fraud, wire fraud,
money laundering, and aiding
and assisting the filing of false
tax returns.

Governor has surgery

HARTFORD, Conn. — Gov. M.
Jodi Rell underwent breast-can-
cer surgery Monday after doctors
discovered the disease in its very
early stages, the governor’s office
said.

Rell, 58, the former lieutenant
governor, became governor in
July after John Rowland re-
signed amid threats of impeach-
ment and a federal corruption in-
vestigation.

Marijuana research

CLEMSON, S.C. — A Clemson
University team of researchers is
looking at ways to get the medical
benefits found in marijuana with-
out getting bogged down in the
politics of the drug.

Chemist John Huffman is lead-
ing the team, working on synthet-
ic versions of the substances that
provide the same medical bene-
fits of marijuana without side ef-
fects such as an unwanted high or
lung damage.

From The Associated Press

GOP wants Wash. county voter lists

Disputed region gave
gave Democrats win
in race for governor

BY DAVID AMMONS

The Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Washing-
ton Republicans, girding for a pos-
sible court challenge of Democrat
Christine Gregoire’s razor-thin
victory for governor, on Monday
demanded a list of the 900,000
‘who cast ballots in vote-rich, prob-
lem-plagued King County.

Democrats accused the Repub-
licans of being on “a fishing expe-
dition” and urged them to con-
cede or face the public’s wrath
for dragging out an election al-
ready eight weeks old.

Republican ~ state
Chris Vance said his party and
other backers of GOP candidate
Dino Rossi have nagging ques-
tions about the vote count in the
county that tipped the race to Gre-
goire by a scant 130 votes last
week.

“We want to know who voted in
the election, and it’s hard to know
where we go from here [with a
possible court challenge] before
we get some answers,” Vance
said in an interview.

“We're mostly posing questions.
King County is where we saw the
votes changing. King County is the
one county that was allowed to
take ballots that were declared
dead in November and bring them
back to life in December.”
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AP

Dan Brady, lead ballot counting observer in King County for the Washington state Republican party, uses an
enlarged sample of a ballot Monday to explain what he believes are discrepancies in vote counting during a
news conference in Seattle. King County is the center of debate in the hotly contested governor's race.

He stopped short of committing
to a court challenge of the election
results. Some party activists worry
that further litigation and delay
could rebound on the GOP and
damage Rossi’s political future.

Vance declined to say whether
he’s advising a court fight, but said
“Overwhelmingly, from the grass
roots of the party, the feeling is
“Don’t give up. Keep fighting.’

But he said there’s no rush,

since any voter can contest the
election within 10 days after certi-
fication.

“Right now, we need informa-
tion. We don’t need to rush. Now
that we’re past Christmas and past
the shock [of losing in the latest re-
count], people are able to focus on
‘what comes next.”

The latest tally included 732 dis-
puted ballots from King County,
Democratic stronghold that in-

cludes Seattle and nearly a third of
the state electorate.

Those ballots were challenged
by the GOP, but the state Supreme
Court last week ruled that the
county could legally consider
them. The ballots had been mistak-
enly thrown out because of prob-
lems scanning signatures into a
computer.

Gene Johnson of The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

Improved fuel tank paves way for NASA launch

The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — In a major
step toward resuming launches
of the space shuttle, NASA offi-
cials said Tuesday they have
completed improvements ~that
will prevent the falling debris
problem that destroyed space
shuttle Columbia and killed
seven astronauts.

The first improved and rede-
signed tank will be further tested
at Kennedy Space Center, mount-

ed on space shuttle Discovery

and readied for a launch in May
or June, officials said.

Sandy Coleman, NASA’s exter-
nal project manager, said that
testing of improvements on the
tank “gives us confidence that
problems like what happened on
Columbia will not happen
again.”

“This is the safest, most reli-
able tank NASA has ever pro-
duced,” Coleman said Tuesday
in a telephone news conference
from the Marshall Space Flight
Center in Huntsville, Ala.

The changes in the external
tank add less than 150 pounds in
weight. The added costs are still
being tallied, said Coleman. The
old style fuel tanks cost about
$40 million.

The external tank contains lig-
uid hydrogen and oxygen, which
are the propellants used by the
shuttle’s main rocket engines
during launch. The supercooled
propellants cause the formation
of ice on the outside of the tank
as the shuttle is prepared for
launch.

Insulation, applied as a foam,
reduces the amount of ice. But in-
vestigators believe chunks of the
foam insulation peeled off the ex-
ternal tank during launch and
led to the destruction of Colum-
bia on Feb. 1, 2003.

Redesign of the external tank
was considered to be a key part
of NASA’s effort to return the
shuttle to space, but is only one
of a list of recommendations
from the Columbia Accident In-
vestigation Board.
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Airports
testing
search
methods

The Associated Press

GRAPEVINE, Texas — Dal-
las-Fort Worth International
Airport is one of 16 airports
chosen nationwide to test
equipment that expands the
use of security technology and
may limit the need for
pat-down searches, officials
said.

The U.S. Transportation Se-
curity Administration did not
say what equipment or proce-
dure the airport would test or
when testing would begin, but
nine other airports have been
chosen to test two machines
designed to check airline pas-

Report: Security priorities ignored

Homeland security money not allocated to top needs, watchdog says

BY SAM HANANEL
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Homeland Security
Department has allowed federal grants for im-
proving security at America’s ports to be
spent on low-priority problems rather than
the most serious vulnerabilities, the agency’s
outgoing watchdog says.

In a draft report to be released next month,
Homeland Security Department Inspector
General Clark Kent Ervin says port security
spending should be governed by the most
pressing priorities rather than local politics.

Blaming inadequate staffing and poor coor-
dination, Ervin said the department’s port se-
curity grant program needs better oversight
to make sure projects that get money meet se-
curity goals.

“The DHS does not have a strong grant eval-
uation process in place by which to address
post-award administration issues, including

¢ " ohine DHS

grant objectives,” Ervin said in a recent sum-
mary of the report.

The summary was contained in another re-
port from Ervin’s office, “Major Management
Challenges Facing the Department of Home-
land Security,” which was posted on the DHS
web site.

The grant program has been criticized in
the past for being too cumbersome and for
awarding money fo projects of questionable
use.

To make his point, Ervin cited the report of
the Sept. 11 commission, which said home-
land security spending should not be used as a
“pork barrel” for politicians to send money to
their home districts.

The report is one of the last submitted by
Ervin, who earned a reputation as a blunt crit-
ic of the department before leaving the job ea
lier this month. Ervin won a recess appoint-
ment to the position in December 2003, but
the Senate failed to confirm him and the
White House appeared unlikely to nominate
him again.

DHS spokesman Brian Roehrkasse de-
clined to comment until the full report is com-
pleted, but said the department had stream-
lined its grant processes earlier this year.

“We have made progress in integrating all
of the previous disparate grant programs
from the agencies that created DHS into one
office in the department that is ensuring all
grant dollars are maximized and spent accord-
ing a strategy outlining the greatest needs,”
Roehrkasse said.

DHS manages several grant programs, total-
ing about $10 billion last year, that provide
money for disaster preparedness, prevention,
response and recovery. The agency has dis-
tributed about $560 million for port security
over the past few years.

Despite consolidation of the grant program
offices, Ervin said “much work remains to be
done” and noted that department officials
planned to increase staff to allow for more site
visits and improved oversight of grant-funded
projects.

Robert Ashbaugh, spokesman for acting In-
spector General Richard L. Skinner, said the
report has been circulated to officials in the
agency for comments.

“They will have an opportunity to provide a
response and state whether they agree to take
corrective action,” Ashbaugh said.

sengers for

The technology could limit
the need for pat-down search-
es many women say are intru-
sive because they require
screeners to feel between and
around the breasts when pas-
sengers set off a metal detec-
tor.

The first test is a walk-
through portal that blows a
puff of air on passengers and
then analyzes the air for explo-
sive traces.

The second, a backscatter
X-ray, allows screeners to see
through clothing for dense ob-
jects, such as plastic explo-
sives. Earlier versions of the
X-ray drew criticism because
the images were too revealing;
new models use a generic
body diagram.

“The technology is a much
more advanced procedure to
detect the very threats that we
look at for  manual
pat-downs,” said Andrea Mc-
Cauley, a TSA spokeswoman.

The testing is part of the in-
telligence reform bill, which
urged the security administra-
tion to expand the use of explo-
sive-detection equipment and
other measures.

The bill also calls for more
research into cargos that can
withstand a blast, systems that
counter shoulder-fired mis-
siles and the discreet notifica-
tion of pilots about security
breaches in the airplane
cabin.

The test sites were chosen
based on the number of pas-
sengers, geographic location,
proximity to a manufacturer,
congressional interest, check-
point design and the airport’s
experience testing new equip-
ment.

Dallas-Fort Worth Interna-
tional Airport is the nation’s
third-busiest airport and al-
ready is testing explosives-de-
tection machines, used com-
monly on checked luggage, at
the airport’s cargo facilities.

Investigation ordered
into airlines canceling
flights over holidays

BY DAVID B. CARUSO
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — The na-
tion’s top transportation official
ordered an investigation of two
airlines that canceled hundreds
of flights over the holiday week-
end because of computer and
staffing problems, stranding thou-
sands of travelers.

U.S. Transportation Secretary
Norman Mineta asked the agen-
cy’s inspector general to investi-
gate the difficulties at US Air-
ways and Delta subsidiary Co-
mair, which had to ground 1,100
flights Saturday because of a com-
puter problem.

Mineta said Monday in a letter
to the agency’s inspector general
that people “must learn from the
situations” to make sure they do
not happen again.

US Airways Group Inc. was
forced to cancel hundreds of
flights and strand thousands of
passengers between Thursday
and Sunday because about triple
the usual number of flight atten-
dants called in sick.

Adding to US Airways’ woes,
an unusually high number of bag-
gage handlers at Philadelphia’s
airport failed to report to work,
the airline said, and the remain-
ing staff became overwhelmed by
amountain of luggage.

Operations at the bankrupt
company returned to near-nor-
mal on Monday, although work-
ers were still trying to reunite peo-
ple with their bags.

Comair also was returning to
normal, with only eight of its
flights listed as delayed Tuesday
on the monitors at Cincin-
nati/Northern Kentucky Interna-
tional Airport, where the airline

is based. Rows of luggage not yet
delivered to owners had dimin-
ished considerably from Monday,
when they stretched longer than
afootball field.

Arletta Shores was supposed to
fly home to Guymon, Okla., on
Tuesday, but her Comair ﬂxghl
out of Cincinnati was postponed
to Wednesday. That followed a se-
ries of cancellations last week
that meant she didn’t arrive in
Cincinnati until Saturday, two
days late.

“T always have problems when
I fly — a canceled flight, lost lug-
gage,” Shores said Tuesday.

Comair officials did not imme-
diately return phone messages
Tuesday seeking an update on
flights.

Comair  President  Randy
Rademacher promised coopera-
tion with the DOT probe.

Union leaders at US Airways
continued to blame thin staffing,
denying that workers had staged
a sickout to penalize the company
for slashing their pay.

“We are so short-staffed, if
there is spit on the runway in Phil-
adelphia, it causes a fiasco,” said
Teddy Xidas, president of the
Pittsburgh chapter of the Associa-
tion of Flight Attendants.

Of about 1,675 flight attendants
scheduled to work Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday, about 300
called in sick daily, more than ex-
pected based on past holidays, US
Airways spokesman Chris Chia-
mes said. The carrier usually
plans for about 100 such absenc-
es.

“To suggest it was somehow a
staffing issue on our part is to
shift attention away from the ..
employees who chose to do lhlS .
Chiames said.

Jacque Martin-Downs, of Detroll Iooks lor her luggage Monday at the

baggage claim area
al Airport in Hebron, Ky., as

entucky

s struggled to recover from delays

and mix-ups caused by Comair’s holiday weekend cancellations.

Experts: Technology available
to stop airline computer issues

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The cancellation
of 1,100 Christmas Day flights by
Comair because of computer trou-
bles s prompting calls for more in-
vestments in backup systems and
other technologies to prevent fur-
ther groundings and damage to an
already struggling industry.

The foul-up was hardly the first.
A computer glitch grounded 40
Delta flights in May. A power fail-
ure created a computer problem
that forced Northwest to cancel
more than 120 flights in July. A
worker keystroke error grounded
or delayed some American and US
Airways flights in August.

“Obviously, the airlines have be-
come way too dependent on com-
puters,” said Terry Trippler, an air-
line industry expert in Minneapo-
lis.

Bruce Schneier, a computer se-
curity expert in Mountain View,
Calif., said the issue boils down to
cost versus benefit.

Airlines could upgrade existing
computers to handle more transac-
tions, install sophisticated backup
systems that come on when the pri-
mary system fails or buy high-per-
formance software that is used by
NASA, nuclear plants and medical
facilities to keep critical systems
running at all times, Schneier sai

“It’s certainly feasible, but it's
my guess [is] it’s not economic,”
Schneier said. “My guess is it is
cheaper for the airline to absorb
this loss, which doesn’t happen
often, than to fix the problem.”

Comair spokesman Nick Miller
said the Delta subsidiary already
had planned to replace its schedui-
ing system with one that can han-

le more transactions, but the new
system was not set to come online
until mid-January.

Tim Wagner, spokesman for
American_Airlines parent AMR
Corp. of Fort Worth, Texas, said
the carrier already has solidified a
backup system to prevent prob-
lems like it had faced in August.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Columnist misses point

Jack Kelly’s column “In Kuwait, Rums-
feld didn’t let his Guard down” (Dec. 13),
misses the point of the troops’ complaints
completely, and accepts without question
administration excuses. On the same day on
another page of Stars and Stripes, we read
that the provider of up-armored Humvees
can actually make 100 more of them a
month.

If Kelly was not a partisan hack, he could
ask questions like: Why has the Pentagon
not contracted with Armor Holdings Inc. to
work at full capacity? Is this one company
the only one in the United States capable of
making M1114s? If we are in a state of war,
why has the government not acted like
every wartime government in our nation’s
history and stepped in to coordinate our in-
dustries for wartime purposes?

Instead, Kelly argues that the Army is
built to “fight the Soviets on the plains of Eu-
rope.” Anyone who has picked up a newspa-
per or watched a Pentagon news conference
in the last decade knows that this is no long-
er true. Low-level conflict has been regard-
ed as the “next war” for at least a decade.
That is why the Pentagon developed the
Stryker and fought to kill the Crusader. This
is what Donald Rumsfeld’s “transforma-
tion” was all about.

In a sense, Rumsfeld was right when he
said that “you go to war with the Army you
have.” However, the Army we have in Iraq
is a result of the failure to plan at the highest
levels. Dismissing intelligence reports to
the contrary, Rumsfeld and company went
to war under the impression that Iraqis
would welcome their occupiers with flow-
ers and smiles. This is the real reason we
were not prepared for the insurgency — dis-
missing diverging views, the Pentagon re-
fused to accept there would be one.

The fact that not everything possible has
been done to deal with the shortages
(half-efforts to increase production and leav-
ing behind armor when deploying) suggests
decision-makers were holding on to the fan-
tasy that the insurgency h a passing phase,
and always “on its last leg

This is what the soldners in Kuwait knew
and complained about, and this is what the
people responsible must answer for.

Marcin Daniluk
Baghdad

Poor armored-vehicles policy

I would like to address the recent public-
ity regarding the lack of armored vehicles
in Iraq. I have served in Iraq for the last
year. When we came north, we drove from
Kuwait to Baghdad without a single ar-
mored vehicle. We pieced together sheets
of metal to provide the best protection pos-
sible, but all knew that it would do little
good.

My company does at least weekly con-
voys between Taji and Baghdad, and still
we have only managed to get a couple of ar-
mored trucks to help support those con-
voys. We have driven enough miles to go
back and forth to Kuwait at least 20 times,
if not more. During that time, we have
been shot at, had roadside bombs go off on
us and faced every other type of danger.
And yet armor was not a major issue.

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

Now that my year here in Iraq is over
and I am trying to go home, I am bei
told that we can’t drive to Kuwait because
we don’t have armored vehicles. I am also
told that it will take a while to get enough
trucks to line-haul everything south. Don’t
get me wrong, the line-haul trucks have
saved my butt a few times, but it infuriates
me to be told that, after risking my life
countless times on the road to attend meet-
ings and other events, I can’t risk it one
more time to go home and finally be away
from danger.

I can understand that soldiers don’t
want to enter Iraq without armor. They
are right; it’s dangerous. But ask anyone
who has been here for a while, and none of
them will complain. We have done our
time and faced our danger. Don’t hold up
‘more troops from going home just because
a soldier wants to complain about a short-
age of armor that has existed here for two
years. Stop your whining and do your job.

gt. Troy Ward
Camp Cooke, Iraq

Sigonella housing the best

My family has been stationed in Sigonel-
la, chlly, for three-plus years, and resides
in the “distant” Mineo housing (“Hospital
rules, housing reality clash in Slgonella
article, Dec. 10). I highly

with washer and dryer, uullels for
110/220-volt appliances and a carport
Both communities are guarded by securi-

Mmeo, the “distant” housing, has a com-
missary open seven days a week; a snack
bar' video rental store; gym open 24/7;

munity recreation center; self-help
center basketball, tennis and roller-hock-
ey courts; baseball/football field; play-
grounds; and a firehouse manned 24/7.
Kids are bused to school in charter buses.
Morale, Welfare and Recreation offers
year-round sporting activities. MWR
makes accommodations for the l"ealden(.s
whenever possible by creating “Ming
sports teams to keep practices Llobe lo
home.

My husband works for security. The
amount of time he spends between
work/commuting exceeds 12 hours a day,
and may exceed five days/week depend-
ing on the security level. However, he can
rest assured that his family is in one of the
best communities, and he is attached to a
base determined to offer its families the
best quality of life.

With the current war on terrorism and
families displaced around the world, I
have a lot to be thankful for during my
overseas tour.

Cynthia Cross
Sigonella, Sicily

Blood-donation info wrong

The article “Malaria season nears end
in Iraq” (Mideast edition, Dec. 15), con-
tains wrong information about service-
members’ ability to donate blood. The as
cle quotes the immunization noncommi:
sioned officer in charge at the Troop Medi-
cal Clinic at Logistics Support Area Ana-
conda as saying that troops cannot donate
blood because of anti-malaria medication
they have taken. This is wrong: They can-
not donate because they might have live
malaria parasites in their blood without
knowing it. Because it can take awhile for
the disease to show itself, troops who
might have been exposed to [it] are de-
ferred from donating blood for one year as
a precaution.

The article quotes the same soldier as
saying that troops cannot donate blood in
the civilian sector for three years, but can
donate to other troops who have been tak-

one looking at Naval Air Station Slgonella
for his/her next duty station to jump on the
opportunity.

Sigonella ranks at the top of the list of
theater bases. We have one of the largest
Navy Exchange/commissary complexes.
The food court is the largest I've seen and
offers a nice selection of fast food. The hos-
pital has a wonderful staff! We have a
movie theater that shows multiple movies
per night, a bowling alley, base club/gal-
ley/gym for all hands, and library with a
snack bar.

No one likes being told where they will
live, but being in the military means being
flexible. The housing that arriving person-
nel are required to live in is not substan-
dard. The houses are a cross between a
town-home and an Italian condo. Each has
a private, fenced-in back yard, equipped

MR. PRESIDENT, ITE
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in it Also wrong.
Troops are deferred from donating blood
to anyone for one year when they have
served in a malaria-endemic area for less
than five years. If they were in a malar-
ia-endemic area for more than five years,
they cannot give blood for three years.

These deferral standards are based on
[Food and Drug Administration] regula-
tions and apply to the Armed Services
Blood Program as well as to civilian blood
programs. Anti-malaria medication that
troops take does not affect their ability to
donate blood. It protects them from a dan-
gerous, sometimes fatal, disease.

Readers may visit the Web site www.
tricare.osd.mil/asbpo for accurate infor-
mation on blood donation.

Navy Cmdr. Michael C. Libby
Director, Armed Services Blood Program
Falls Church, Va.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Christian influence on U.S. can’t be erased

BY STAR PARKER

Scripps Howard News Service

he holiday season brings an ele-

ment of predictability each year

into our otherwise-tumultuous

lives. We know what to expect: par-
ties, food, shopping, resolutions and debates
on cable shows about the constitutionality of
public displays of nativity scenes.

So what about it? Is Christmas itself uncon-
stitutional? Is it a religious holiday? Is it a
once-religious holiday that we retain be-
cause it rivals tax cuts as a stimulant to eco-
nomic activity? Do we keep Christmas as a
national holiday for practical reasons? Sur-
veys indicate that roughly 80 percent of
Americans identify themselves as Chris-
tians. The country couldn’t function if, on De-
cember 25 each year, 8 out of 10 Americans
took the day off.

I think the discussions we Americans
have with ourselves every year about Christ-
mas and religion and the Constitution retain
elements of self-delusion. Christmas is clear-
ly a Christian event. Although the various
‘means and symbols through which the holi-
day is celebrated have different histories
and traditions, they are all associated with
Christianity.

The Christmas trees that stand on the na-
tion’s ellipse and in the White House do not
stand in Tel Aviv or Tokyo or Cairo. We de-
lude ourselves to think that it is possible to
remove all religious content from Christmas
or that Americans want to. So, instead, we
fend off relentless American Civil Liberties
Union assaults, make concessions here and
there, and tacitly go on every year doing

what we supposedly in principle can’t do —
recognizing the inseparability of the values
that Christians brought to this land from our
national being and identity.

There is the notion that a free society is a
society of law and not of men. The founders
of our country did as good a job as humanly
possible to construct a constitutional founda-
tion that gives our nation these characteris-
tics. Legal barriers stand at every corner
that prevent intrusion of one person on the
life, liberty and property of others.

But, as we can see from experience and
from what is going on today, it is impossible
to have a society that is totally insulated
from human judgment and values. The most
beautifully constructed legal system will
still need human judges to interpret the
laws, and human elected officials to govern
and administer.

The words may say that “All men are cre-
ated equal,” but we have had contentious
times in our nation’s history defining who is
aman and what is equal. The words may say
“life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,”
but we have bitter debates today about defin-
ing life.

Certainly the drafters of our constitution
would never have dreamt that one day the
definition of marriage would be a point of
contention. So, in truth, we have a society of
laws and men.

Perhaps we can say that, at minimum,
Christmas is one day we Americans insist on
setting aside to remind ourselves that who
we are as a nation goes beyond the particu-
lar laws we have, but also reflects who we
choose to be as human being:

Our laws assure that no one can prevent

PENGMRARONAL
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others from “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.” But our values dictate what we
do with these freedoms we protect. Our laws
protect us from the worst, but our values
point the way to our best.

Itis good that, in our free society, our val-
ues are constantly challenged. It forces us to
readdress them and get back in touch with
them. As I stood in a crowded line of Christ-
mas shoppers in a department store the
other day, I couldn’t help but see irony as im-
patient customers berated the poor elderly

gentleman fumbling with the computerized
cash register he was trying to operate. If this
is what Christmas has become, perhaps we
should let the ACLU declare victory and
pack away our ornaments. ...

Americans will not relinquish Christmas
because of an inherent knowledge and con-
viction that the greatest gift we have is what
has been bequeathed to us. To understand
that is to be humble and to be free.

Star Parker is president of Coalition on Urban
Renewal and Education and author of the recently
published book “Uncle Sam’s Plantation.”

Put saving lives ahead of our squeamishness on race

ace is one of those topics that few
people in polite conversation
these days discuss realistically.
They fear anything they say will
be used against them.

Even when the dis-
cussion involves sin-
gling out a racial minor-
ity In a positive way,
there is a growing ten-
dency to mouth politi-
cally correct platitudes
that discourage exam-
ining anything along ra-
cial lines. Perhaps that
is why a potentially
huge  breakthrough
that seems likely to
save the lives of thou-
sands of blacks with se-
rious heart disease has
gotten a relatively tepid public response.

There has been something of a collective
angst about the development of this new
drug aimed specifically at blacks. That’s be-
cause the new drug may be seen in many cir-
cles as validating the scientifically question-
able notion that there are widespread genet-
ic differences between the r¢

However, just as political concerns about
offending abortion-rights opponents should
not get in the way of stem-cell research, so,
too, the societal touchiness about race
should not interfere with this promising line
of inquiry.

The drug was specifically designed to
work on black patients, who generally have
a death rate twice that of whites from severe
heart disease. In other words, the treat-
ments that have been commonly used are
not as effective for blacks as for whites.

Scientists have attributed the higher
death rate from heart disease to a variety of
factors in the black community: lower-quali-
ty medical care, high-cholesterol diets and
higher poverty rates. Another reason may

Peter A. Brown

be that, in the past, blacks may not have
been involved as subjects in large enough
numbers in the clinical trials that led to the
current treatments.

But because the PC Police are especially
active in academic circles,

The worry is that any research that suggests
a genetic basis for characteristics specific to

a certain race could be inflammatory.
That is obviously why, for instance, there
has been so it scentif investigation into
how blacks, 12 per-

been loath to examine the question of wheth-
er something in the genetic makeup of
blacks might lead to the higher death rates.

Now, NitroMed Inc., a suburban Boston
company, has come up with a drug, BiDil,
that in clinical trials reduced deaths among
blacks from advanced heart failure by 43
percent. That is, as they say in the science
biz, a meaningful result.

It is quite possible that, because the clini-
cal data were confined to studies of black pa-
tients, the Food and Drug Administration
will approve its use only for blacks. Natural-
ly, some medical ethicists have begun to
wring their hands about the unhealthy 1mpl|-
cations of such data for American society. .

cent of the national population, so Hominate
professional athletics.

Or why Asian-Americans, who make up
roughly 4 percent of our citizenry, are so
overrepresented at prestigious coileges. At
Harvard they are about 17 percent of the stu-
dent body, and at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, roughly 40 percent.

The understandable concern is that such
analysis on positive achievements might
also rear its ugly head relating to less favor-
able statistics. However, despite those con-
cerns, it would be misguided and dangerous
if we allowed such worries to become a legiti-
mate reason to discourage similar research
in the medical field. ... Surely the ability to

save many lives — some estimates on this
heart-disease drug run as high as 15,000 an-
nually — is worth ruffling some feathers.

Just as with stem-cell research, if scien-
tists can produce a meaningful benefit from
such inquiry, it would be stupid to tie their
hands. After all, we know that some ethnic
groups are more likely to suffer certain dis-
eases than the general population.

Jewish women who trace their ancestors
to Eastern Europe are thought to have a high-
er risk of some breast cancers. Members of
the Pima Indian tribe reportedly are more
likely to get diabetes.

Doctors theorize that certain genetic com-
binations, which in some cases may fall
along racial or ethnic lines, predispose those
people to specific illnesses. If that knowl-
edge allows physicians to find effective treat-
ments for diseases that work primarily for
only certain racial or ethnic groups, so be it.

r A. Brown is an editorial page columnist
Tor The Oriando s Sontinel

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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YOUR MONEY

Toy ATM gives new meaning to piggy hank

BY ANN GERHART
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Somewhere
in China, frantic factory workers
cannot make enough toy automat-
ic teller machines for clamoring
American children.

“I wish every kid in America
could have an ATM,” says Micha-
el Searl, the onetime stockbroker
who created the Youniverse ATM
Machine, a highly evolved piggy
bank that receives and dispenses
real cold cash, not that fake play
stuff. “Why wouldn’t I want every
kid to have one?”

Tweens and beyond can insert
the supplied ATM card into the
silver machine, punch in their
PIN, be greeted by name on the
electronic display, peer into the
pretend security camera and uant
for that seminal 10-

ment — when cnsp bills mnracu-
lously appear, ripe for the pluck-
ing. Unlike in a real ATM, a cash
drawer opens in the toy ATM, al-
lowing an avaricious child to grab
every last cent and run. What do
'you want for $24.95? But the ma-
chine does automatically count
coins.

The concept is so seductive that
the Youniverse ATM is sold out
all across the land. About 10,000
flew out of Toys R Us in four
days. When the machine made its
debut on QVC and the Home
Shopping Network, it sold out in
three minutes. On eBay, that
cyber exemplar of supply and de-
mand, the machine, with its tiny
logos mimicking Visa, Master-

AP

The Youniverse ATM Machine receives and dispenses real cold cash. “We
can't make them fast enough,” says Michael Searl of his ATM for kids.

Card and American Express, is
selling for more than $70.

Searl’s Summit Financial Prod-
ucts also makes a brightly col-
ored toy armored car, but discon-
tinued its low-tech piggy bank
some time back.

He claims he was taken aback
by the spike in demand this holi-
day season for a gizmo he has
been making for three years.

“The first year we did only
50,000, he says. “Now, I guess
we have done in the neighbor-
hood of 2 million. We can’t make
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them fast enough.”

Betsy Taylor, president of the
Center for the New American
Dream, a Takoma Park, Md.,
group advocating responsible con-
sumption, gets the toy ATM’s ap-
peal right away.

‘With credit card debt, personal
bankruptcies and the national def-
icit at an all-time high, says Tay-
lor, “this is one more message
that you can get as much as you
can as fast as you can. You can
play Mom and Dad, and money
just falls in your hand.”

EXCHANGE RATES
" 1.3987

Euro costs ..
Dollar buys

Japan:
South Koreal\:n won (Dec
"

The machine’s popularity is an-
other illustration of how the toy in-
dustry is changing. Children are
leaving traditional toys behind
much sooner than in the past.
Last week, No. 2 toymaker Has-
bro laid off 125 workers, citing
struggles to adapt to a more elec-
tronics-driven market. “We're
making more of the My Little Po-
nies and not enough of the Game-
Boy [type] prod-
ucts,” said Has-
bro President and
CEO Alfred Ver-

&k /1 nothing else,
we are

there’s an ATM.”

Searl doesn’t worry that he is
helping create a generation of
‘money-grubbing children. “Look,
they are learning about money
whether we teach it to them or
not,” he says. “If nothing else, we
are teaching them one simple con-
cept: You gotta make money be-
fore you take money out.”

Searl, 45, started his company
10 years ago to
teach money man-
agement to young-
sters. As a stock-

recchia. roker, “we went

The marketers  feqcliing them — from not making
have a term for it: N any money to mak-
KGOY — “Kids one simple ing lots of it, and T
growing older had four kids who
younger.”  The concept: You saw that. But T
ATM is a real was terrible teach-
KGOY toy, says gOtta make ing them about it.
Juliet Schor, a 0 My daughter was
Boston University money before 10, and she kept
professor who you take saying, ‘Can I
wrote “Born to © ve some
Buy: The Com- money out.yy money?” And I
mercialized Child N said, ‘Ashley,
and the New Con- Michael Searl  ywhat are you
sumer Culture.” creator of going to do some

The ATM, Youniverse ATM Machine day when I'm not

marked for ages 8
and up, “is symbollcally slgmﬁ-
cant and highly v: —
money machine! It must have a
very strong aspirational pull.
Using an ATM is one of the things
that grown-ups do in full view of
kids that the kids have very little
access to,” says Schor. “It’s one
part of consuming that kids aren’t
in on. They are full-fledged con-
sumers, buying clothing, picking
groceries, selecting toys. ... But
they don’t have entry into the real
ATM.”

Her own daughter wants one,
badly.

When Schor showed Sulaksha-

9, an online picture of the

Younlverse ATM, her daughter
said in an e-mail that she wanted
one “because it looks cool. It
looks like a real ATM and real
ATMs are cool. Real ATMs are
amazing because you can put a
card in and get money anywhere

around?” And she
said, ‘T'll just marry a rich hus-
band,’ and I said, ‘0000, this is not
good.””
He manufactured an allowance
kit, a plastic bank with three com-
partments, for savings, spending
and investing, with a workbook
and a cassette tape. Serious, sensi-
ble business.

“We killed it years ago,” Searl
says. “It just didn’t do as well. It
was too complicated.”

A decade of instant gratifica-
tion and luxury fever later, tween-
erlife is faster, buzzier, lit up, and
ATM banking has moved right
into the bedroom, along with the

PC, the MP3, the DVDs. “Who
knows, perhaps this is how
Donald Trump started _out,”

states the press kit for the Youni-
verse ATM. “You may even be
raising the next Apprentice.”

Like we need any more of
those.

To our readers

will return in several weeks.

Jim Coates is on medical leave. His computer advice column
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Money tip of the day

BY NANCY DUNNAN

Whether you're active, re-
tired or a prospective member
of the Armed Forces, yow'll find
something of interest at
www.FirstGov.gov.

The military section of this
government Web site covers a
wide variety of topics, includ-
ing: current military news, info

Military info online

on ROTC and everything you
need to know about benefits
and retirement, family sup-
port, training and education,
special home loans and life in-
surance.

Financial adviser, economist and
security analyst Nancy Dunnan is

the author of “How to Invest $50 to
$5,000.” She writes a weekly column
for theonlineinvestor.com
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weather. Tempera-
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Select safe toys with protective gear

Keep burning candles out of chil
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THE UNITED STATES TOD,

EUROPEAN FOREC

Benelux: Cloudy with rain/snow
showers. Highs are in the mid 40s,
Thursday lows are in the lower 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers, Highs are in the low to
mid 50, Thirsday lows are in the

id 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
rain/snow showers. Highs are in the
upper 305 to mid 405, Thursday lows
are in the upper

France: Mostly cloudy vith isolated
rain/snow showers. Highs in
Towor 308 10 dos 15 i s0s,
Thursday lows are in the mid 30s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy with
rain/snow showers. Highs in the mid
30s, Thursday lows are in the lower
30s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with
rain/snow showers. Highs are in the
fower to mid 30s, Thursday lows are
in the

Hun xry Cloudy rain/snow showers.

s are in the lower 40s, Thursday
AR

Northern Italy: Cloudy with rainshow-
ers and isolated thunderstorms.
Highs are in the mid 40s to lower
505, Thursday lows are in the mid
30s'to lower

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunder-
storms Highs are i the mid to
upper 50s, Thursday lows are in the
mid 30s to lower 40s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy with morning
rainshowers. Highs are in the mid
40s, Thursday lows are in the mid to
upper 30s.

Norway: Cloudy with snow and rain
on the southern coast. Highs are in
the lower 30s to lower 40s, Thursday
lows are in the mid 20s to mid 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs are in the 50s,
Thursday lows are in the upper 30s
o lower 40s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs will be in the upper 50s to
lower 60s, Thursday lows are in the
mid 30s to mid 40s.

For current weather watches, warnings,

and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE

Operalrana/ Weather Squadron home

htips:/lows. sembach.at.m
http:/iows.public. ombsenatmil
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Don't averload outlets or transformers
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7 stabbed at party

AKRON — Seven peo-

ple were stabbed in
a fight at a birthday party
for a 2-year-old girl, and po-
lice said they charged two
men with assault.

The little girl was not
hurt, police said.

The victims of the
melee were hospitalized
and at least one victim
required  surgery,
said police Sgt
Terry Hudnall.

‘Tam T. Nguyen, 25, and Vi Tran,
35, were charged. Nguyen was
jailed and Tran was being treated
at a hospital for injuries he suf-
fered in the fight, Hudnall said. He
said he anticipated more charges
would be filed.

Police called to the party said
they found men and women with
severe knife wounds, some of them
possibly life threatening.

Lottery winnings disputed
CRANSTON — The state
Lottery Commission has

been added to a lawsuit that claims

prize money should have been
withheld from a man who owes
child support.
Cranston’s Paula Duffy is owed
about $40,000 in child support.
She originally filed suit against

Lincoln Park and amended the

complaint to also include the Lot-

P oa

ROUNDUP

Grinches foiled
COLUMBUS — It wasn’t
tough for police to thwart

two would-be Grinches — they just

followed the telltale trail of wrap-
ping paper.

Two unidentified boys, ages 14
and 12, were charged with bur-
glary after they were accused of
stealing Christmas presents from a
family home, police said.

Authorities say Stanley Adams
discovered someone had broken
into his Columbus home late Fri-
day. Two juveniles who lived near-
by were suspected.

Police followed a trail of paper,
ribbons and gift tags that led them
to one of the boys’ houses. One boy
told ities that he stole the

ry asa
Duffy claims Frank Bianco, the
father of her son, won at least
$3,200 on Sept. 12 at Lincoln Park
and more on other occasions.

The lawsuit seeks to have Lin-
coln Park or the Lottery Commis-
sion pay Duffy the $40,000 she’s
owed for child support.

Abortion doctor arrested

MIRAMAR — A doctor
whose license was revoked
for botching abortions, including
leaving fetus parts inside a patient,
was arrested on charges he contin”
ued to perform the procedures.
Robelto A. Osborne, 44, turned
himself in to police and was re-
leased on bond. He was charged
with performing medicine without
alicense, a third-degree felony.
His medical license was revoked
in August after state regulators de-
termined he failed to perform nec-
essary preoperative procedures,
did not treat a severe uterine perfo-
ration and did not return calls to
his emergency phone line.

Wanted: snow

mJACKSON — Pray for
SNow.

It may sound lighthearted, but
Jackson Hole congregations have
been doing just that — and the
Rev. David Bott of Redeemer Luth-
eran Church points to some very
white results a couple weeks ago.

“But now they’re wondering if
it's beginner’s luck,” he said.

Little snow has fallen on the val-
ley over the past two weeks,
prompting resorts like Snow King

presents. The gifts — which includ-
ed an E-Z Bake oven, a set of Legos
and a Pac-Man video game —
were returned.

One Inmate’s charity

HONOLULU — The state

Supreme Court has suspend-
ed state Rep. Alex Sonson from
practicing law for three months be-
cause of numerous ethics viola-
tions from 1999 to 2002, officials
announced Monday.

In a statement released late Mon-
day, Sonson said he takes full re-
sponsibility for his actions and will
cooperate fully with the decision.

to crank up their
chinery to keep the
well-dressed.

Paul Hayden, minister at Presby-
terian Church of Jackson Hole,
said he has been praying fervently
for precipitation.

“Theologically, we're called to
be stewards of the earth, and this is
a real stewardship issue,” he said.
“It’s not just a fun issue.”

ma-
slopes

Real horsepower

Tim Tong rides a horse into
downtown Juneau, Alaska, from the
Mendenhall Valley. Tong is a horse
trainer who moved to Juneau to
work and be with his family after
leaving the Air Force, in which he
served in Irag.

The court’s Office
/ of Disciplinary Coun-
sel said Sonson misap-
=% propriated a client’s
“  money, commingled
= personal funds with other
. money, mislabeled his
trust and business ac-
counts and falsely submit-
ted documents stating he
was in compliance with state
rules of conduct. His suspen-
sion begins Jan. 19.
Y “I would also like to apolo-
gize to my clients and to my
constituents for these errors,” said
Sonson, D-Pearl City-Waipahu,
‘who won re-election to his second
term in office last month.
“I want to assure them that it
will not happen again.”

One person’s trash ...

EUGENE — Turns out

there’s quite a collector’s
market for 100-year-old glass elec-
tric insulators.

One such item, purchased for
peanuts at a garage sale, netted
$10,313 on eBay recently. It’s not
diamond-encrusted, it wasn’t
owned by a celebrity and there’s
no vision of the Virgin Mary in-
volved here.

Phil Unrine and Jeanie Quimby
came up with two of the insulators,
one ceramic, one glass, for $5 for
the pair.

Quimby thought she could make
a buck — posting the glass model
with a starting price of $5.99.

Just a few hours later, she
checked to see how it was doing —
and found 10 urgent messages
from collectors, telling her that the
glass insulator dated to the 1890s,
was extraordinarily rare and listed
in price guides at up to $10,000.

“Iabout freaked out,” said Quim-

by, 55.

“I couldn’t talk.”

The winning bid of $10,313 came
from a man in Helena, Mont.

“This particular piece, I would
guess that there are fewer than 12
of them that have been found to
date,” said John McDougald of Se-
dona, Ariz., who has published in-
sulator price guides and reference

00ks.

Belting the kids in

EXETER — A regional

school board that repre-
sents six area towns is considering
seat belts on school buses. If the
policy is adopted, it would repre-
sent a first among the state’s pub-
lic schools. The board is reviewing
the cost after several parents
sought seat belts.

“We teach our children from
day one to buckle up,” Jaye Jen-
nings Garnett said. “And then we
put them on a school bus without
one?”

Once the cost is known, the
board plans to put the issue before
voters.

Questionable finances

TALLAHASSEE — Florida
could award a $700 million
private contract despite a lack of
evidence that it will save more
money than keeping the work with-
in a state agency, according to a
group that evaluated the options.
The contract would cover those
who decide residents’ eligibility
for food stamps, welfare assistance
and Medicaid.
Taxpayers are expected to save
$69.2 million a year under both the
outsourced and in-house models.

Quiet holiday celebration —Nerer e -iet |

service at the First Presbyterian Church in Dodge City, Kan.

Ice forms on a street sign on Cold-
stream in Danvlle, Ky.

An understatement
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Marvin Tyner, office manager of a water bottling company in
Augusta, Ga., sweeps water off the roof of the business.

Not where the water belongs

Moon climber?

worker appears to
be climbing to the moon as he
makes his way up a form 60 feet
above the ground at a construction
site in Daytona Beach, Fla.

; . This 2-year-old, 145-pound St. Bernard
Christmas helper named Harrison shows his Christmas

spirit as he waits in the truck of his owner, Randy Davis, while running
errands recently in Ottumwa, lowa.

Newborns from left, Karen Granados, 4 days old; Kennedy Mae O'Neill, 3
days old; Diego Novoa, 1 day old; Victoria Irizarry, 1 day old; Luke Harrison
Insana, 3 days old; Spencer Bennett Kerr, 1 day old; and Trinity Belle Analambidakis, 4 days old, pose for a
photo at Mount Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, Mass.

Holiday deliveries

Flip-flop on the rails

KANSAS CITY — Plans to

create a rail museum at his-
toric Union Station by early next
year have been pared down. Six
months ago, Union Station’s board
voted to pay a Milwaukee collector
$650,000 for 11 antique rail cars
and a collection of railroad memo-
rabilia. Now the station seeks to fix
five of the rail cars for tours at the
museum and sell the others.

Museum work begins

FREDERICKSBURG ~—

Work crews began clearing
land for construction of the U.S. Na-
tional Slavery Museum.

Scores of trees were removed
from the 38-acre site near Inter-
state 95. Eight to nine acres need
to be cleared as the first step in
building the museum.

Museum officials have said the
facility will open in February 2007.

The founder of the museum is
former Gov. L. Douglas Wilder.
The grandson of slaves and the na-
tion’s first elected black governor,
Wilder has said the idea was born
during his visit to Goree Island in
West Africa.

Plane crash kills 2

HOWARDS GROVE — A
single-engine plane whose
pilot reported smoke in the cockpit
crashed in a hayfield, killing both
people on board, officials said.
Witnesses told investigators the
plane’s engine was not running
when it struck some treetops,
flipped and crashed on its back in
eastern Wisconsin near Lake Mich-
igan, sheriffs Sgt. Doug Tuttle

said.

The pilot of the 1964 Beech Bo-
nanza took off from Manitowoc,
about 20 miles north of the crash
site, and was heading to Lockport
in northern Ilinois, said Tony Mo-
linaro, a spokesman for the Feder-
al Aviation Administration.

Big shoes to fill

PHILADELPHIA — The

city’s managing director,
who oversees 13 agencies and runs
the city government’s day-to-day
affairs, said he will leave his job by
early spring. “I'm going to be 60 in
April, and it's a tough job for a
60-year-old, and I've got a life to
live,” Philip Goldsmith said. The
managing director’s job is one of
several top positions Mayor John
Street must fill.

Law change works

METAIRIE —  Officers

have issued a third fewer
speeding tickets on the bridge
across Lake Pontchartrain since
October, when the speed limit was
raised from S5 mph to 65 mph. Offi-
cials with the Causeway Commis-
sion, which oversees the bridge,
said more motorists are obeying
the new limits. About 900 speeders
were caught in August; 595 were
ticketed in November.

Accused coach dead

CASTLE ROCK — A girls

basketball coach charged
with having sex with three of his
underage players was found dead
in his jail cell of an apparent sui-
cide.

Rick Lopez, 37, former coach of
the Colorado Hoopsters, was dis-
covered hanging Sunday in a cell

he had to himself at the Douglas
County Detention Facility, police
said. A note was found nearby, but
officials would not discuss its con-
tents.

Lopez was charged in August
with 59 counts of sexual assault
and child abuse. He had an arraign-
ment hearing scheduled for Feb.
11.

Prosecutors said Lopez admitted
having sexual relationships with
three former players in the travel-
ing girls basketball club, beginning
when they were 13 or 14 years old.
Other players have also accused
him of making sexual advances to-
ward them.

Shipping port study

ESCANABA — Few physi-

cal barriers would prevent
the creation of a deep-water Lake
Michigan shipping port, a recent
study found. The study shows infra-
structure requirements such as
railways, utilities and electricity
are all in place to accommodate a
deep-water port in Escanaba. Two
companies interested in investing
in the project have submitted pro-
posals to the city.

Gay cops settle

LOS ANGELES — The city

has tentatively agreed to
pay $650,000 to settle lawsuits
filed by two gay police officers
who claim they were discriminat-
ed against because of their sexual
orientation. If ratified by the City
Council, the settlements would
boost to nearly $3 million the city’s
payouts to eight gay officers.

School funds needed

MT HELENA — Half of the vot-

ers questioned in a state-
wide poll say Montana’s
public schools lack money to pro-
vide a quality education. The poll
found most voters want to fill the
gap by cutting other government
spending and not by raising taxes.
The telephone poll commissioned
by Lee Newspapers of Montana
surveyed 625 registered voters
statewide. School funding is likely
to be the top issue in the upcoming
legislative session.

Threat lands man in jail

EL PASO — A man who

pleaded guilty to threaten-
ing to destroy the El Paso Islamic
Center has been sentenced to 18
‘months in federal prison.

In addition, U.S. District Judge
Frank Montalvo ordered Jared
Bjarnason, 30, to complete 150
hours of community service.

“There are no idle threats in the
post 9/11 world,” U.S. Attorney
Johnny Sutton said. Bjarnason ad-
mitted to sending an e-mail mes-
sage to the center in April threaten-
ing to burn down the center’s
mosque if hostages held in Iraq
were not released within three days.

Interpreting immunity
BURLINGTON — Advo-
cates for Vermont’s grow-

ing number of foreign language in-

terpreters say the workers need
legal protection so they won't have
to testify in court about their jobs.

Sylvia Delcastillo-Alzamora, a

Spanish-English translator, says

testifying about her work “would

be betraying the ethics of the pro-
fession.”

Stories and photos from The Associated
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Tea gives zesty performance in ‘Spanglish’

BY WILLIAM BOOTH
The Washington Post

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif.
e’re cooling our jets at the hotel bar, awaiting
Tea Leoni, who is upstairs taking her clothes
off.

That’s what the publicist says. Tea is chang-
ing. We drum our fingers, order a glass of sauvignon
blanc, flip through notes.

Tea Leoni was born Elizabeth Tea Pantaleoni in 1966.

Raised New York City. Daughter of a mergers and acqui-
sitions lawyer. Park Avenue. Sarah Lawrence College. Ma-
jored in anthropology.

Dropped out; bummed around the Virgin Islands. First
big break: winning an audition for a remake of the “Char-
lie’s Angels” television series, which never got made.

We're deep into reading about her 7-iron (Golf for
‘Women magazine) when Tea (pronounced TAY-uh) Leoni
appears, wrapped in a short overcoat with an oversize silk
flower on the lapel, lugging a handbag, blowing her blond
hair off her face.

Even a little frazzled after a day being interviewed by
the Hollywood Foreign Press corps, the woman glows like
warm butter, as if lit by some incredibly high-end design-
er light bulb.

Hard day at the office? “Don’t start with me, buster,”
Leoni says.

She is kind of snappy, in that 1940s Hollywood way, a
blond siren who'll smoke the occasional cigar, knock back
atequila. She swears like a sailor. She is known to belch.

She flops in the chair, scans the table, waves to the hov-
ering waiter. “We're having wine? Great idea. I'll have
whatever he’s having.”

We begin our opening inanities. “Shhhh, shhhh, shhhh.”
Leoni wags a finger. “Just a minute.” Grab. Flip. Pound.
She cradles the mini-cell. “Gotta check in with the family
first.” That would be husband David Duchovny, formerly
of “The X-Files,” and daughter West, son Miller. A mo-
ment of personal phone talk. More button punching. Voice
mail. Then: “OK, shoot.”

Leoni is starring in writer-director James L. Brooks’s
new domestic comedy-drama, “Spanglish.” What is the
movie about? Whew! Marriage.

Kids. Longing. The travails of a stunning and head-
strong young Mexican maid and mother (Spanish actress
Paz Vega as Flor) and her bright-as-a-new-penny daugh-
ter, who enter the lives of a wealthy Westside Los Angeles
family, the dysfunctional Claskys, led by Adam Sandler
(playing it straight) as the sweet, decent hub-dad who is a
renowned chef, and his on-screen wife, Leoni, who is a
train wreck.

Deborah Clasky, as channeled by Leoni, is self-obsessed
and oblivious; she buys her plump, size 10 daughter size 8
clothes so she’ll lose weight. Deborah is vanity, she is vul-
nerability. The character carries SPF 70 sunblock. She
does yoga. But enlightenment eludes her.

‘When Deb has sex with Sandler’s character, John, she
pretty much takes care of Deb, if you know what we mean.
Deb is very good at shopping; she nests, furiously; she
jogs, aggressively. It is all about Deborah. She is a scream-
ing me-me.

Q: Your character is appalling.

A: Completely.

Q: But she’s real. I mean, this town is filled with Debo-
rahs.

A: They’re everywhere.

Q: She’s having a meltdown.

A: 1 think she’s bipolar.

Q: But she’s hilarious.

Actress Tea Leoni arrives at the premiere of “Spanglish”
on Dec. 9. Leoni's character is self-serving and almost
ugly, but Leoni says she relishes such juicy roles.

A: Go for it.

Q: I mean, what are we to make of Deborah?

Leoni takes a sip of white wine. “There’s something
about being conscious,” she says. “Deborah is not con-
scious. She is so blinded by her self-worry, her grandiose
narcissism. I don’t think Deborah thinks, I'm not loving,
I'm not a good mother. But she made what should be the
joy in life the pain in life, you know?”

‘When she was making “Jurassic Park III,” back in 2001,

Leoni took her daughter to the set. “We spent months run-
ning around the jungle fleeing imaginary dinosaurs,” she
says. But Leoni didn’t want her daughter, now 5, to see her
playing Mrs. Clasky. Deborah is very funny, but Deborah
does not know she is funny. Because she is also scary, be-
cause she is unhinged.

“But I relate to her as a mother. The earnestness. As a
mother, I get it: needing so badly to do it right. I don’t see
the world as a terrifying place. But Deborah does. And if
her daughter has the extra pounds, she won't be able to
fight. She’ll be eaten alive.”

To the world, Leoni is a sexy, blond, blue-eyed
uber-WASP, with mile-long legs, an actress known some-
times as much for her beauty as her work. She did the TV
series “The Naked Truth,” and has appeared in “Bad
Boys” with Will Smith and “The Family Man” with Nico-
las Cage and “Deep Impact,” the blockbuster about a mete-
or. Plus the dinosaur sequel.

We actually think she was best in David O. Russell’s
quirky Ben Stiller movie, “Flirting With Disaster,” where
Leoni got to play comedy.

“I've been here 13 years. Wait. Longer. 1988. Jesus, it’s
been 17 years,” she says. “For a while there, people would
say, ‘Why don’t you become a bigger star?’ ” She makes a
funny face. “Hmm. Why don’t I become a bigger star?”

The Hollywood dream, we offer, playing the unctuous
undertaker.

“Yeah, pffff! Like really dumb,” Leoni says. “I don’t re-
gret a move I've made in this town. I've worked with some
phenomenal talent. I've done some projects that were very
sought after, with reason. One way or the other — they
were either going to be big or they were just damn good.”

A cruising waiter. Leoni: “Excuse me, could we have a
couple more glasses of wine?” We glug.

“But it didn’t happen for me that way,” she says, “and it
couldn’t have. I can’t rest my laurels on a face or a body, or
be the girl who shows up at fashion shows and premieres.
T've never been that for anyone. It’s not what I do.”

She says, “I mean, give me a banana peel” to slip on.
‘Which is exactly what Brooks has given her.

Sandler plays a romantic lead. Vega plays his love inter-
est and is, as Sandlers character confesses, “drop-dead
crazy gorgeous.” And Leoni?

“Somebody said to me: “What a brave performance to be
seen like that” ” Meaning a little puffy? “A little!” Leoni
snarfles a laugh. “You're killing me. Anyway.

“It’s [expletive] bawling your eyes out and a director
who has the bravery to say, don’t you dare touch her up. I
mean, to be shown looking so horrible on camera? I
couldn’t have done it without that.”

In a climactic scene, Leoni’s nose starts running while
she’s crying, which her co-star, the marvelous Cloris
Leachman (playing Deborah’s boozy-but-wise mother),
suggests she does not wipe away, saying something like,
“It makes you real, honey,” before Deborah confronts San-
dler about his possible infidelity.

So, you're puffy-eyed, runny nose. Brooks lights you like
you were under fluorescent lights. I mean, your pores, visi-
ble. Then he switches to Paz, who is young, luminous, radi-
ant, the girl everybody wants.

So it’s like a torch being passed? Leoni says, OK, I see
where this is going. She is 38, the mother of two. Striking,
but no longer 21. “God bless the gals who become icons in
this town. T can't imagine a more scary pedestal to fall
from. I suppose in some very lonely moments in my life,
T'd wish for that.”

To fall? “To rise,” she says. “I'm not some so-and-so tak-
ing off their makeup to do their non-makeup movie. 'm a
character actor.”

So this idea of being totally exposed, “this is what I want
todo.”

Oshourne bares all

We've been there for many of Sharon Os-
bourne’s most intimate moments, from her
battle with colon cancer to her exple-
tive-filled heart-to-hearts with her chil-
dren to her creepy baby-talk with husband
Ozzy. But it turns out the publicity-loving,
soul-baring MTV matriarch still has some
secrets left to spill, reports MSN.com.

First up: her continuing struggle with bu-
limia. “T still have it,” she admits. “Ozzy
knows, yes. And the kids. My God, how

could they not! It’s the thing that causes
most arguments. We'll be at the dinner
table, and T'll go off and they’ll say: ‘Oh,
here we go again.’ They hate it.”

Moving on to the next revelation — her
extensive nipping and tucking. “Face lift,
neck, breasts. Lips, leg lifts, bum implant,
tummy tuck. I've had it all and it is
fab-ul-ous,” enthuses Osbourne, who has
said the various surgeries set her back
about $250,000.

“I've had so much plastic surgery, but
there is only so much you can do — then

you have to start accepting yourself as you
are,” she explains, adding that despite her
low self-csteem and weight problems,
Ozzy always “loved me the way I was.”

Puck caters to stars

Celebrity chef Wolfgang Puck will cook
up a storm at the Oscars next year, after
signing on to cater the star-studded official
Academy Awards banquet for the 11th
time, reports Agence France-Presse.
Oscar organizers said the Austrian-born

super-chef, long a favorite of the stars who
regularly cluster in his Hollywood restau-
rants, had again been selected for the glit-
tering Governor’s Ball.

The Ball is held immediately after the an-
nual Academy Awards to honor all the
evening’s winners and nominees.

“This is Hollywood’s biggest night, so it’s
great to have the opportunity each year to
create a menu that is new and exciting,”
said Puck.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press



PAGE 22

STARS AND STRIPES

December 29, 2004

Horoscope

The Leo moon invites us to a
cosmic happy hour, where the free
food and half-priced drinks have us
just jolly enough to spin a
tall tale for the sake of being
social. The tendency toward
exaggeration can be awfully
fun, and laughter will ema-
nate from normally sober
individuals. Be effusive.
Everyone needs love and
acknowledgment.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 29). Exciting
news regarding your career
starts the year with a bang.
By April, you can expect
vast improvements on your
living situation — expansions, remod-
eling and relocating are all possibili-
ties. Many of you will become en-
gaged, wed or renew your vows.
Love signs are Sagittarius and
Taurus. When it's vacation time,
don't think small.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
There’s a hush over your land,
which is terrific since you crave a
litle downtime after the holidays. On
the other hand, part of you feels
quilty, like you're supposed to be
doing something at all times. Cool
your jets.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You'll find harmony in your relation-
ships with women and will benefit
from their intuition and caring ap-
proach

Any sort of creative endeavor gets
alittle boost right now, even if you
can'timmediately see the results.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're in a wonderful mood —
perhaps the result of some secret
communication? Translate that
energy into a fun evening with the
one you love, and you can't go
wrong. If single, wear white or silver
to atiract someone’s eye.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Your normally uncanny intuition is
bound to be a litle fuzzy now. Don't
act on your first impression — think
it over. Tonight is much better for
making decisions. It's better for
upping your glamour quotient, too.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Even
though it's winter, the sun is already

4

Holiday

beginning to overtake the darkness.
Feel your power slowly growing.
Hold this belief close to your heart.
Let it take hold and flourish. There’s
no need to act yet — just knowing is
enough.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

. Any sort of home-based
Mathis  project, particulariy in the
kitchen or bath, can be
easily tackled. You make
quick work of plumbing
fixes and organizing the
pantry, fridge or vanity.
Enlist your children by
making it fun.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You are
incredibly popular, able to
emotionally connect to
people with ease. If you
have a public appearance to make,
this is a wonderful opportunity.
Brush up on your jokes — make 'em
laugh, and then, reel 'em in.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Alight bulb tums on in your head.
This moment of perfect clarity is
likely to resolve a problem you've
been brooding over for days and will
happen when you're showering,
driving, working out or dozing off.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You can nail what's wrong and
rid yourself of it once and for all —
that i, if you're willing to dig and
access the emotional cause of your
trouble. The excavation is not as
painful as you think it will be.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Fertility issues come to the
fore, be they physical or mental. If a
creative project seems stalled, take
a brisk walk outdoors to get those
juices flowing again. Any sort of
climbing or hiking is always benefi-
cial to goats.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Expect yesterday’s emotional out-
burst to have repercussions. Wheth-
er it was your bad or someone
else’s, try to keep your cool and ride
it out. The shock waves from this
one could last through the weekend.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
As Dire Straits’' Mark Knopfier once
said, “Sometimes you're the wing-
shield, sometimes you're the bug.”
Now, you feel like the bug, but try to
keep your sense of humor. This funk
will be gone by tomorrow.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I REALIZED THAT
SOMEONE TEACHING A LAMAZE CLASS MIGHT
BE CALLED A LABOR LEADER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals C
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ister-in-law’s ‘joke’ goes too far L

Unscramble these four Jumbles, rw———" o
. he it card numbers and the confirma-  interest in computers, so I gave one letter to each square, only g0
g:::fﬁ&b! ;axﬂyhx?;ggﬁml tion number for the trip? him my e-mail address. to form four ordinary words. P tothe et

jokers. When I first married
“Vince,” I tolerated it.

However, after my sis-
ter-in-law, “Vicki,” sent a stripper
to my office as a birthday sur-
prise, I asked her politely and
firmly to stop. All my
request did was provoke
her to continue hounding
me and to escalate the
jokes.

Her last “joke” was the
last straw. Vince and I
had planned a dream
vacation to Europe. Vicki
called our travel agent
and attempted to cancel it
over the phone. She had
our confirmation number
and my credit card infor-
mation.

It's lucky that I'm close friends
with the travel agent, who knew it
wasn’t me.

Besides nearly costing us thou-
sands of dollars in unrefundable
travel costs, we realized that
Vicki had snooped through our
personal belongings. How else
could she have obtained my cred-

Find better home for father-in-law

Dear Annie: My
wife’s 85-year-old father
lives with us, and he is
slowly breaking up our
marriage. He is gross
and nasty, thinks he
owns the place and treats
us like little kids. We
have no privacy.

Dad moved in after his
wife died, and he’s been
here a few years.

He is quite capable of
taking care of himself,
but is too lazy and was spoiled
rotten by my mother-in-law.
Talking to him does no good.
He’s just ornery and mean. My
wife hates the situation but says
she is responsible for him until
he dies, even though she is well
aware that our marriage should
be her first priority.

Unless something can be done
about Dad, we're headed for
divorce court.

— Giving Up in Michigan

Dear Michigan: Being responsi-
ble for Dad doesn’t mean he has
to live with you. It only means
that you both should see that Dad
gets the best care possible. Start

Dear Abby

Annie’s Mailbox

Vicki is no longer welcome in
our home. She has never apolo-
gized and seems to enjoy showing
up at our house, forcing us to
deny her entry. How can we get
her to stop harassing us, and how
can we get the family to
recognize the serious-
ness of this?
— Ticked Off
in Houston
Dear Ticked Off:
Your sister-in-law
appears to have gone
off the deep end. There
is a difference between
a practical joke and
‘malicious mischief, a
fact that seems lost on
the woman. Until she
grows up and sobers
, you are within your
rights to distance yourselves
from her.

Dear Abby: 1 am a woman in
my 30s with an outgoing personali-
ty. A few weeks ago I struck up a
conversation with an elderly man
in a store. We shared a common

looking into retirement
homes and assisted-liv-
ing centers. Dad sounds
like a good candidate
for such places, and he
‘could make lots of new
friends as well. Point
out to your wife and
your father-in-law that
he obviously is unhappy
with the current situa-
tion and it is wrecking
your marriage. He
needs to find more

propriate accommo-
dations. Please don’t wait.

Dear Annie: This letter is in
response to “Disappointed in
Seattle,” who went on a job inter-
view and sent a nice thank-you
note, but has heard nothing
since. I am a career counselor
and can tell you this man has
plenty of company. Here are my
tips: Taking the online job appli-
cation and giving it a makeover
probably cost “Disappointed” the

In his first two e-mails, he
suggested we have lunch and
asked if I was married. In his
third e-mail, he volunteered that
he only “co-¢ existed” with his wife
and said they were probably
headed for divorce.

‘At that point, I e-mailed him
that I didn’t think our correspon-
dence was a good idea because it

ZAWLT

o200
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04 Tribune Media
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Services, Inc

could cause problems for him,
even if he was looking only for
friendship.

He replied with an angry e-mail

O L[

saying I had offended him by
suggesting that he would cheat on

DORPAN

his wife.
I'm not sure if I overstepped my
bounds and owe him an apology.

OnN

SHE 5PU?NED THE
PRINTE

W JUrbI6 o

— Wants to do the Right

ADVANCES BECAL)%E

Thing in Carolina
Dear Wants: The right thing to

PORTSY

do is stop the e-mails. Delete him
from your computer and your
life. You do not owe him an apolo-

7 7 Now arrange the circled letters to
L ] l K X ] form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

g or any further contact.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
fo Abby on the Internet at
tp://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Family Circus

more. He may need to adjust his
expectations of the job market.

Interviews are a two-way
street. Never lose sight of the
million-dollar question: “Is this
job really for me?”

Career changers like “Disap-
pointed” often need to rethink
their approach, and a good ca-
reer counselor may be of help.
The National Career Develop-
ment Association
(www.ncda.org) has a public
referral directory.

Finally, every rejection is one
more step toward finding the
right job. With the right ap-
proach, right attitude and LOTS
of patience, I am sure “Disap-
pointed’s” fortunes will turn.

— Theresa O’Neill, MA,
NCC Career Counselor,
Newark, N.J.

Dear Theresa O'Neill: Your
optimism will boost the spirits of
the unemployed.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

12-29
©200¢ B Keare, nc
Bt by King Fetures Synd
weww amilyaircus.com

job. It :ays there’s
wrong with the company. Job
sean.heb can take anywhere
from six months to a year or

r write
to: Annie’s Mallbor, ¢/o Creafors Synd-
cate, 5777 W. Century Bvd., Suite 700,
£65 Angeles, CA 50045.
Creators Syndicate

_annr»rmt

Dennis the Menace

©Gary Larson

’WE WERE GONNA PLAY MY NEW GAME BuT Dap
FELL ASLEEP READING THE RULE:

If this tomb does have a curse on it
Webster. | daresav we'lt be the first to find out.”
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The Far Side
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

..o it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS 1

2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.

payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0BO) and phone number).

3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate

CONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD
e-m & PhaneSeMm&ﬂ)am. 5:30 p.m.)
asad @mail.estripes.osd.m
ermw 06155-601-376
155-601-447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
: 080 Germany: 0800-1011-271
Spain: 900-958304

rope: Belgi

Nethrinte Shosz2ia0s ey BonTs0see
UK SA: 1-877-751-8352
Customer Service: 06155-601437 or DSN 349-8437

ON BUSINESS RATES OR ADVERTISING IN THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,

2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). §
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). §

for sale, up to

MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY CDN'ACY SEAN ADAMS AT (I -601203 or DSN: 349-8203
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING COUPON
WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY (4 lines/4 days @ $20  [14 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name
Your Name: Phone #:
PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES Address
1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). § Visa/MC # (cicle one) Exp.Date:

1t Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property
two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to

property andor merchandise for rent and commercial operations.  Employment Rates apply for

o Offred and Job Fis.Fo CommercalofEployment Rate nfornatio cotact Stars & tipesCssifed
Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: Visa

MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please do not send cash. If an ad is not received by the designated deadline,

it will begin running the next avalable day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holdays.

§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per line.

Run Date(s).

nid Payment o;
APO Address
uropean Stars
Classified Advemsma Department
Unit 29480, APO AE 09211

International Address

European Stars & Stripes

ATTN: Classified Advertising
Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad 15 fou busingss days prior to A date of pubicaton. 15 th responsIby of the advertier to contact European Stars & Stipes Cassied on the Frst date of publcation to corect erors. 1f he ad has 3 typographical eror, that does not

affect the integral vlue of the ad, ie.c., misspelled words;

g category (case-by-case): CAPS, bold,ialicized incomecty: it will be corrected, but no makegood wil be given. Tncorrect phon numbers, wrong price, wrong dates, make or model lsted incorectly wil result in @ makegood fo one

additional day. Stas & Stripes reserves the right to edit and return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publishing. ALl cassified advertisements are non-refundable.
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Jobs Offered

Standard Issue
Meets A
New Standard

Is looking for motivated,
independent and dependable account
representatives to work in the following stores:

Lakenheath, Aviano, Vicenza,
Bitburg, Spangdahlem & Mannheim.
Weekend wor
and a valid 1D card is required.
Int pa uld email a
sonyjob@eps-marketing.com

estripes.osd.mil
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it's All About You!

£DS is one of the worldwide leading information and technolosy service
providers with mere than B0.000 employess In 60 countries. Qur Servicss
sange from management consulting and IT-Services (@ camplets management
of business operations,

[EDS IS LOOKING FOR THE FOLLOWING:

DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR
For the Defense Manpower Data Center Support Center

Knowledge and nderstanding of the Windows 2000 operating system and

QreclaROWS sipriencesteadedThe DSA Wil proide o databest dnd

liation, eammunication, snd system/Rardware

SUpBor. Superiat verbaj and witten communication skl are required

Applicants must have, or be close Lo attaining, Oracle database certification.

ability ta use MS Office Professional tool: th pasitians

are located at Taylor Barracks in Mannhefm, GE. Logistics Support is provided
1o thase who qualify.

SOFTWARE SPECIALIST/DATA ANALYST

For the Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) Support Center - Europe
Toke an aralyst, technician, and raner for the DHDX appictions throushout
Europe and Southwest Asia. This position will support various
Divbems. vach s DEehe, FAPIS, CIOD, DOkS, THEX, ‘nd. DOIDS/INCS,
Enawie rstanding of the 2000 opersting system an
Oracle ROMS is required. Anslysts will provide an-site and teleghonic end-us

tion, communication, and hardware supgort in adeition fo taining
Superior verbal and written communication skills are required. The abilty to
se Ms Office prafessional tonis s aso required eositon s located ot Taylor
Sarrcksin Mannhiem, G Laglstics Support s pravided 10 those who quaily. 1
your capabilitios are described above please send your resume via fax or emall

EDS/OMD Sy Canr - E
munsztﬂs F1ba7612
John.Carin@edscom
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Your Money

Learn how to manage it better.

Get stock listings, exchange rates, financial
ips and businets information svaryday.
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eunion with West would
e beneficial to Bryant

BY SAM SMITH
Chicago Tribune

LOS ANGELES — For Kobe
Bryant, the road back to the pub-
lic’s heart began Saturday in the
loss to former teammate Shaqui-
lle O'Neal and the Heat.

Bryant was good, though he
took a few too many one-on-one
opportunities. He was humble af-
terward, respectful of O’'Neal and
the Heat and

hopeful his
[T i soon
could play
notes  petorin
He focused

on seeking a
bright future. And Phil Jackson,
of all people, believes that’s possi-
ble.

“Kobe is his own counsel lots of
times,” Jackson said before the
Christmas Day game. “He needs
to seek people outside to soften
his approach. But at one time he
was one of the fair-haired boys of
the NBA, and people do want him
to succeed. He can win that back.
He has to reach out and engender
those feelings. He's got to solicit
the friendship of the fan again to
bring back those wishes he’s had
over the years. He can get that,
but it's going to be a frustrating
[process] for him.”

And he needs Jerry West.

Jackson didn’t say that, but Bry-
ant does. And he could get West.

As Jackson suggested, one of
Bryant’s major problems is his
stubbornness. It’s also one of the
traits that makes him a great play-
er. He refuses to believe that he
cannot succeed. He also refuses
often to listen to others, which be-
deviled Jackson and led to their
estrangement.

But one person in basketball
Bryant always has admired and
respected is West, now the Griz-
zlies general manager. West is
probably the league’s best execu-
tive. It was West who put together
the deals to trade for Bryant and
sign O'Neal. It was West whom
Bryant went to when he and
O’Neal developed issues. Once
West left, there was no one for
Bryant to trust in the organiza-
tion. West should have been a
Laker for life, but he and Jackson
clashed, especially with Jackson
earning millions of dollars a year
more than West.

West went to Memphis for the
big payday he never got. Now it's
time to come home.

Given the recent changes in
Memphis, West clearly has lost in-
fluence amid talk around the
NBA that he could leave. And one
figures there are more changes to
come for the Grizzlies, 12th in the
Western Conference.

Perhaps even an ownership
change? As one league executive
put it: “It’s hard to maintain en-
thusiasm for a losing team when
you're an absentee owner.”

Michael Heisley lives outside
Chicago. This is his fifth year
with the Grizzlies, and it could be
a good time to get out. Tax rules

Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant (8) gestures as Miami Heat's Shaqui-
lle 0'Neal (32) looks on Saturday. It might be possible for Bryant to win
back fans under the guidance of former GM Jerry West.

limit depreciation after that. And
now he has a new arena.

Perhaps it’s a coincidence, but
Hornets co-owner Ray Woold-
ridge sold his share to George
Shinn. Wooldridge is from Mem-
phis and tried to hire current Griz-
zlies coach Mike Fratello when
Shinn hired Tim Floyd. And no
disrespect to Mitch Kupchak, but
West’s is a magic name in basket-
ball.

No one wants to play with
Kobe? They'd play for Jerry
West. Who has been better cob-
bling together winners after los-
ing stars like Magic Johnson,
James Worthy and Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar? Who'd be better
counsel for Bryant? The Lakers
need West back. And West needs
to get away from the Grizzlies.

Van Gundy won’t change: The
Rockets (12-14) continue to be
one of the league’s major disap-
pointments. Jeff Van Gundy’
team doesn’t seem to be any clos-
er to harmony after being beaten
by the expansion Bobcats twice in
a five-day span. “You know what?
I've changed enough,” Van
Gundy said.

“I am who I am. We're not
going to sit there and get in a
group hug today. We're not going
to sing Christmas carols.”

Said McGrady: “Right now, I
don’t think anybody respects us.”
When asked about Van Gundy’:
charge that the team lacks intensi-
ty, Maurice Taylor woke up long
enough to say: “That’s his opin-
ion.”

A kernel of truth: In his spare
time, Knicks President Isiah Tho-
mas is hoping to do for popcorn
what Starbucks did for coffee.
This goes back to the old Stadium
days when Thomas and his bud-
dies ate from the leftover pop-
corn bags. Thomas has bought
into two “designer” popcorn
stores in Manhattan now called
“Dale & Thomas Popcorn.”
They're thinking about a popcorn
bar called “The Zeke,” Thomas’
nickname. Madison Square Gar-
den also sells flavored popcorn.
Thomas’ favorite is chocolate
chunk caramel. Thomas says it’s

one way to relieve the pressure of
running a team that is sliding
with Jamal Crawford now out for
a month with turf toe. Thomas
couldn’t have enjoyed reading
what his leader, guard Stephon
Marbury, said about the team
being near the bottom in almost
every defensive category. “We
play much better when we
scoring the ball,” Marbury sai
“When we’re not scoring, defen-
sively we’re bad.” Speculation is
growing again that Thomas will
move to coach the team if the los-
ing continues.

Paxson reunion possible: Will
it become a management family
affair in Chicago? There’s talk in
Cleveland that prospective new
owner Dan Gilbert, a Detroit na-
tive, may want to model the team
after the Pistons with someone
like Bill Laimbeer in charge. Gen-
eral manager Jim Paxson has
three years left on his contract
but could be out if the Cavs
(15-11) decline after the risky ad-
ditions of Jeff McInnis and Drew
Gooden. The Paxson brothers are
close and John could add his
brother if Jim is forced out.

Prescription for Owens: Grant
Hill had some words of caution
for Eagles receiver Terrell
Owens: Watch your step. Owens
is having ankle surgery in Balti-
‘more with Dr. Mark Myerson, the
same doctor who operated on
Hill's ankle in 2000 and 2001.
“(Myerson) is putting it out there
that he was the one who got Grant
Hill back, and we all know that
wasn't the case,” Hill said. “I
wasted my time with him.”

Hill ultimately had a more in-
volved procedure performed in
2003 by Dr. James Nunley at the
Duke Medical Center in North
Carolina. Nunley broke Hill's
heel and realigned it with his
lower leg. Hill, who has had
screws and plates inserted in his
ankle three different times,
scoffed at Owens being able to re-
turn this season. The Magic will
visit Chicago Saturday with Hill,
the comeback story of the year.
He is averaging 19.4 points and
has missed just one game.




PAGE 28

- STARS AND STRIPES

December 29, 2004

SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

n
Florida Sizlec:: 3) vz WE; \Irgmlz 83)
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AP Men’s Top 25
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Free agent signings

NEW YORK (AP) — The 104 free agents
whe signed, with name, DOS\(ION
former c\ub if différent, a ract. The

Contract information. was optaned by The
Associated Press from player and manage-
ment sources:

ANAHEIM () Sl smvenmcy, of, Los.
Angeles, o 3 14 millon, uo-year contiact
signed Esteban Yan, rhp, Detroit, to a .
millign, two- yearcomrau slgnedP ul Byrd,
e, Atlant as$45 con-
{86 Sianed Orando Ga ston, to
a$32 million, four-year :cm(ra

BALTIMORE (3) — Re-signed B.
of. to7a s milion, e ear conradt:
Signe Gomez, 53, Toronto, to a minor
Ieague con(ract (625000, signed steve
Kine, Inp, St Louis,"to a '$55 millon,

thuo-jear con nac
Re-signed Doug Mirabelli ¢,
r:

o ) lion, two-year contract; S\ogne
Wk Ntantel thp, Arizona, to 2 §75 000,
one-year contradt; Snc s, Ihp,

o Bich. to'an 88 chfion.wo-year con:
trach S\Qned John Ha\ama Ihp, Tampa Bay,
a’si o contract: signed

re-signed _ Jason
Yan:e , C, to a $40 million, four-year con-
ract
CHICAGO () — signed Dustin Hermanson.
Francisco, $55 million,
e coniract slgnedl rmaine Dye, of
Oakland, to a $10.15 million, two-year con’
track s\%?cd GHando Horoandes, i, Kow
i Vankees, o an $8 millon, tw-year con-
o
CLEVELAND (2) —- Recsigned Bob Wick:
man, thp, t0 a $2.75 one-year con-
fract; sighed Joze Hemandez, 25, Los Ange-

legtoasis e year
Sianed Troy p

ntract.

IT (1) ) Fercival, rhp,

tAna;\e\m, t0 a $12 million, two-year con’
ra

o KAHSAS €ITY (2) — Re-signed Kevin App,

3 mino ue, contract

Staned Jose Lima, 1hp, L
[8:rto'a 938 Ao, one yed Contract.
MINNESOTA (4) — Signed Juan Castro, 3b,

Cincinnati, to a 205 milion, two-year con-
{ractc sigied ke Redmond, ¢, Forida, to 3
S miflon, two-year coniract; re-signed
ot an 18 millon, two-vear
& Malhoiland. b, o
Sl Jcague contract Y ST50000).
NEW YORK (3) —
¢, to an $800,000, or g
Fony Womack, 2b, St. Lot 6 & $4 mi
tworyear contfact o ned Cart Pavano, thp,
to a $39.95 million, four-year con’

LE () — Re signed Dan Wikson, .
2, S iflon, Chves comrack: sired

ichie Sexson, 1b, Arizona, to-a $50 million,
foars e cor cantrac( signed Adrian Beltre, 3b;
Los ieo million, five-year con:
tract; annnunc d fon Vilone, Inp, accepted

s| gned Doug Brocail y
o 3,51 miion, one:yea Piract: sig nepd

minor - league cortract (5555000
glaned Richard Hidalgo, of, New VoriHets

illion, one- year ontract; S\gned

Colbruion: 30, Argona, Lo ramor

Sreg “Colbrunn:
Iea?ue Contract (8630.0003 ré-sianed bavid
lucci, of, to a $1.8 million, two-year con-

0.2 - Re-signed Greg Myers,c.
Jeague_contract 060);
swgned eney KSaReat, irmGsota (o 11
Fon. reeyear contract:
ATIONAL LEAGUE
ARIZONA (6) — uinton Mc:
crackon. offo a ming fcagus contract
(750,000 ioned Troy Glaus, 3b, Anahes
245 Joiion. Tour-yesr canizact; signe
R i
four-year Conthact Sianed Rel S Slmr\elt, 3
Kansas minor league contract
signed Royce Clayton, ss, Colorado, to a
§i35 milion oneMvear contract;_Signed
sell, Iwaukee, to a $3.1 mil-

s\gned Julo Franco, 1b,

)— Re smn d \Endon usch
Ih to a million, " two-year contract
omar Garciapares, S, 0 an S8
m\Hmn unE year contract; Todd
525 million, 0"0 ycar con-
nco, & Minnesota, (o

y eear cont
cmcm (5) — Re- swgned Pau\ Wilson,
SBZ ‘million, two- year contract;
eathers, rhp, Florida, to a

a million, one-year ‘contract; signed
Izrm Hiton, Ihu Pml(adet\ph\a 025255 mil-
ntra

signed Todd Greene,
3 $0a 8150 ne-year Goniract: re-signed
amey ergm rhp< to a $550,000, one-year

ontract.
rmmm (sz 5o Re:sianed Damion Easley,
0., one-year contractt

2,
e r leagu
cenlract (sazs%nn), Letter ﬁ\p,
N i, /a0 58 milon: one-yee
cunlrac( signed Todd Jones, rhp, Philadel
phia, million, one-year' contract
Blined Antonio Aonaccar . Atana, t &
$316,000, Sneyear contract.

(@) Re-sianed Jose Vizcaino,
million, one-year confract!
fando__Palmeiro, of,

B

LOS ANGELES (5) — Si 2gnen Ricky Ledee, of,
San Francisco, to a 25 million, two-year
on, to a

%, Houst
SO o B vear comact: resigned Wi
son Alvaréz, I, t0 3,54 miliop, two-year
Jose Valentin, 3b, Chicado
S 20 455 mion. Sne-year oo
Drew,of Atlanta, (02 $55

nir:

Lty

A Siimst Damian wiler ¢,
Oak\and ' 2 $8.75 milon, hree year con:

"MONTREAL )~ Signed Cristian Guzman,
1o milfon, fourcyear

rado, to fsz bR, o year conirach
signed Wil Cordero,of orida, t0  $600.000,
ear conty

NeWw York § = Re-signed Kris Benson,
million, three-year contract:
T05%anct ke Dsomt, tho, 1 SL15 -
fion, one-year contract;sianéd Deuto viarin-
ez, thp, a $53 million, four-year
CEntrace Saned Andres Galaraga b Ana
fielm. to a minor league contract ($60
“PHILADELPHIA @) Resigned Eory L,
rhp, to_a $63 miflion, lwo car " contract;
sigied Todd Bratt, c, (6 3 780,00, ane-year
heal Cormier, inp, (o &
million, two-year contract; signed Jon
ork Yankees, foa $21 mi

do Polanco Zb accevled salary arbmaﬂo 3

ST.. I.ollls( ) — Re-signe al Eldr d rhp,
to a'S60! oneyear cnnlract ned
John Mabry, 07 (0 2 $725,000, of yca con-
tract; re-signed Matt Morris, rhp, Io a$25
‘million, DnE year cnnlract ned Einar
Diaz, ¢, Montreal, to a 600, ne year con-
BSEiCLlgned WAk Wyers. hb. Boston. 155
$600,000, one-year contract.

ANK MCNAMARA

base, exas
ot 15 rion
Purdue 74 v Aso siate 69
Liberty Bowl

At Memphis, Tenn.

Payout: $1.35 million
Boise State (11-0) vs. Louisville (10-1)
Peach Bowl

At Atlanta
Payout: $2.2 millior

Miami (8-3) vs. Florida (7-4)
saturday, Jan. 1

Cotton Bowl

At Dallas
Payout: $3 million
Tennessee (9-3) us. Texas AGM (7-4)
Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.

yout: $2.75 million
Wisconsin (3-2) vs. Georgia (9-2)
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OUR ALLOCATION.

LET ME GUESS.
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A

jac-hinds@lankmcnamara com
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90 PERCENT
GOES TO CONTRIBUTORS
T0_THE ATHLETIC
DEPARTMENT.

WOULDN'T You RATHER
B2 IN CANcu AYWAY? Yoo
MIGHT CATC
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SAN DIEGO (52 Signed Rudy Seanez, thp,
Florida, to year contract;
signed Dennys Reyes, ihp, Kansas 22 Gty o

neyear Contract;
rado, to a

(o, NGO ©) sﬂzs mmmn,

three-year contract; signed Arm:
i o, Floride, to 3 S04 miton,
thréeyear contract; signed hike’ v,
. St Louis, £0 a $10.8 million, three-year con:
track signed jeff Fassero, Ifip Arizonay fo.a

nor feague. contract; re-5i jason
Chnshansan. Ihp, to'a SL15 million,

year cortract; signed Maises alou. of
Chlcagn 'Cubs, 16 & S1325 million, two-year
coniract;

ANESE CENTRAL LEAGUE

YOMIURI D = Signed Gabe Kapler, o, 8os-
ton, toa one-year contra

World Junior Championships

Group A
P WD LGFGA Pts
Umted States 220011 84

ech Republic 21018 62
Hicsla 21018 62
Switzerland 21019 62
Belarus 2002 2120

Group8

canada 220015 44
Finland 2101 4 312

i 2101 7 82
Slovakia 2101 5 72
Germany 2002 1100

Sature 5

i River n.ns, Minn.
czech Repubhc 7, Belarus 2

Finiand 4, German

oy, Dec. 26
At Gran Porks.nn.
swizerland s ela
e iver Fais,
Sweden, Germag
londay, Dee. 21

AlCrandorks, N,
Canada 8, Sweden
United States 6, Swltzerrlz“nd 4
Russia 4, Czech Republic 1 >
Slovakia2, Finlant

c. 28
At smnu’;‘orks, ND.

inn.

Gzech Republic v, Suitzerland

Belarus vs. Unitec
Thief mver FaIISy Minn.
Finland vs. Swed
Slovakia vs. Gﬁrmar\y
At Grand ;orks, N.D.
Canada vs. Finlanc
United Stams vs. Cxcchgllcwhhc
Suitzerlandys. Russia "
Sweden vs. Slov:

Sat wrda; an. 1
AtGrand Frks, 0.
Group A fourthpace” vs. Growp 8
fifth-place
Group A runner- up vs. Grou Bthird-place
Group 8 runnegtp i) Gmug A third-place
At amnd orks, N.D.

Sroup B fourme?ace vs. Group A
fifth-pl

Group B winner v 8 r'lna\ 1 winner,
Broup A wmner vs uarterima\ 2 winner’
at amnd ori Ko

legation
Group A mnrelace vs: Groyp B ifth place
I SE2uR A Tourth place vS. Croup A Tourth

Fifth Place.
Quanerima\ lgsers
Tuesday

, Jan. 4
At Grand Forks, N.D.
lace

semifinal losers
Championship
nners

Semifinal

Monda,v's transad jons.

Nationai League
CHICAGO CUBS—Agreed to terms with OF
Todd Hollandsworth o a one-year contract.
CINCINNATI'REDS —Agreed fo terms with
LHP Eric Milton on a three-year contract and

ntract.
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTSAgreed t0 terms
‘with OF Moises Alou on a two-year contract.

National Basketball Association
EW ORLEANS HORNEYS-— Traded G David
WS RO IO € Jim Jackson and £
Bostjan Nachbar. Waived G Alex Garcia and
F Lonn Baxter.
LAND TRAIL BLAZERS—Signed C Ha

RAPTORS—Placed C_Alonzo
wouing on the inidred list, Activated'C

Rafael Araujo from the
e ward isley on
L ottt Ac(lvzied G Keith Mcleod
from the injured fst
National Fogtball League
MINNESOTA VIKINGS—Picked Up the 2005
option on Mike Tice, coach.

AUBURN—Agreed to terms with Tommy Tu-
bervle football coach, on a seven-year con-
ract

LIVINGSTONE—Named Ben Coates football
coach,

Seun

ATE—Announced junior G Ricardo
BiiNge it the men's basketball team,
Junior ¥~ Kodn
EDFcrson ndefintely from the men's basket.
ball team.
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0'Neal scores 31 as Heat win
franchise-record 12th straight

Home attendance of 20,291 also best ever for Miami

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Shaquille O’Neal
was banged up and sore, but still
made his presence felt in a big
way.

O'Neal scored 31 points despite
playing with a sore back and ribs,
and Dwyane Wade added 27 as
the Miami Heat set a franchise
record with their 12th straight
win, a 116-102 victory over the At-
lanta Hawks on Monday night.

The Heat playing for the first

time since their much-hyped
Christmas Day overtime victory
against Kobe Bryant and the Lak-
ers, eclipsed their mark for con-
secutive wins set in 1997. Miami
also set a franchise mark for
home attendance with 20,291.

O'Neal wore a sleeveless
T-shirt and padding underneath
his jersey. He said he felt sore
after the game against the Lak-
ers, but can't recall a specific play
when the injury took place.

“My back was sore. The flak
jacket felt good, so I plan to wear
it the rest of my career,” O'Neal
said.

It didn’t appear there was any-
thing wrong with him. O’Neal
made 10 of 14 shots from the
floor, getting started with a pair
of dunks in the opening minutes.
He was uncharacteristically effec-
tive at the foul line, making 11 of
14 attempts in his 32 minutes.

“I wanted to come out aggres-
sive and take my mind off my
sore back,” O’'Neal said.

Wade, who sparked Miami’s
victory against the Lakers with 29
points, followed that up with an-
other solid performance, adding
three rebounds and nine assists.

After getting two close victo-
ries on the road against the Kings
and Lakers to complete a 2-0 trip,
the Heat survived a scare from
the Hawks, who have the league’s
second-worst record.

“This win streak has shown us
what we have as a team when we
win close games,” Wade said.
“We’ve been doing it in the big
stages and it proves where this
team is headed.”

Antoine Walker, Tony Delk and
Predrag Drobnjak each scored 16
points for the Hawks, who lost for
the sixth time in seven games and
fell to 2-10 on the road.

The game turned in Miami’s
favor toward the end of the third
quarter. Trailing 78-72, the Heat
ran off 13 straight points and
closed the period with a 16-2
spurt to grab an 88-80 lead. Wade
triggered the surge with three as-
sists and seven points.

Walker hit a pair of free throws
for the Hawks to cut the gap to
106-100 with 2:29 left. But Chris-
tian Laettner hit two free throws
and then converted a three-point

play to extend Miami’s lead to
111-100 with 1:41 to go.

“Twelve wins in a row is incred-
ible,” Miami’s Eddie Jones said.
“It’s a confidence booster. We be-
lieve when things aren’t going
great that we can come back.”

The Hawks put together a
strong second quarter, led by
newly acquir nn Lue’s
nine points, and led 56-55 at half-
time.

In the end, though, it was too
much of O'Neal and Wade, who
combined for 58 points, 10 re-
bounds and 11 assists.

“They're an awesome team,”
Hawks coach Mike Woodson

“When you get off to a start like
they have, they know that they’re
playing for a title. They have ale-
gitimate shot of coming out of the
East and getting to the Finals.
They’re a team that’s playmg
with a purpose right now.”

'Neal started strong, with a
pair of dunks in the opening min-
utes. A woeful 44 percent shooter
from the foul line this season,
O'Neal easily had his best night at
the stripe.

“Maybe he should wear that
brace all the time,” said Hawks
center Jason Collier, who drew
the assignment of guarding

'Neal.

“The way he was hitting his
free throws, it was a good night
for him.”

Miami Heat’s Shaqy

le O'Neal shoots over Atlanta Hawks’ Jason Collier
the Heat's 116-102 victory Monday in Mia

0'Neal scored 31

points despite playing with sore ribs that required protective padding.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Di
w GB
New York -
Boston 2
Philadelphia 2
New Jersey 5
Toronto 10 19 5%
. Southeast Division
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Struggling Nuggets
fire coach Bzdelik

BY JOHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

DENVER — Jeff Bzdelik was
fired Tuesday as coach of the Den-
ver Nuggets, who are on a
six-game losing streak and strug-
gling despite the addition of
Kenyon Martin this season.

Assistant Michael Cooper ‘was
appointed interim coach.

Denver was expected to move
near the top of the Western Con-
ference after signing Martin, an
All-Star power forward. So far,
the Nuggets have been hurt by in-
juries and inconsistency.

The Nuggets started the season
without power forward Nene and
have used 10 different starting
lineups, with star forward Carme-
lo Anthony missing the past five
games with a sprained ankle.

Shooting guard Voshon Lenard,
Denver’s only legitimate outside
shooting threat, was lost for the
season with a torn Achilles’ ten-
don in the opener.

Denver opened the season 2-5,

won 10 of its next 12 games and
has lost eight of its past nine, drop-
ping to 1315 after a 104-101 loss
to Golden State on Monday night.

Bzdelik was a longtime assis-
tant and scout under Pat Riley in
Miami and New York before get-
ting his first head coaching job
with the Nuggets in 2002. Though
Denver  struggled to a
league-worst 17-65 record in his
first season, Bzdelik was credited
with turning the Nuggets into a
hardworking, defensive-minded
team.

Aroster overhaul and the addi-
tion of Anthony made all the dif-
ference last season. The Nuggets
improved by 26 games to 43 wins
— the sixth-best turnaround in
NBA history — to reach the play-
offs for the first time in nine
years.

Through all the success, Bzde-
lik wasn’t able to get any security
from the front office. General
manager Kiki Vandeweghe re-
fused to give Bzdelik a contract

lJeff Bzdelik

extension last season and it
seemed the only reason he was
back this year was because of a
contract clause that called for his
option to be picked up if the Nug-
gets reached the playoffs.

Bzdelik was 73-119 in just over
two seasons with Denver.

Cooper, a member of the Los
Angeles  Lakers’ “Showtime”
teams of the 1980s, coached the
Los Angeles Sparks to two WNBA
championships and a finals ap-
pearance in four years before join-
ing the Nuggets as an assistant
this season.

Leg cramp, loss spoil
Carter’s Nets debut

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. —
Vince Carter is glad he won't see
the Palace of Auburn Hills again
this season.

At least not until the playoffs.

Carter scored 23 points in his
debut with New Jersey but left in
overtime with a cramp in his left
hamstring, and the Nets fell to the
Detroit Pistons 100-90 on Mon-
day night.

“I’m OK — it just cramped up,”
Carter said. “T'll be fine as soon as
1 get some fluids into me.”

‘The game was his first since he
strained an Achilles’ tendon in
Toronto’s 90-86 overtime loss to
the Pistons on Dec. 8. He was trad-
ed to the Nets on Dec. 17.

“I guess this is twice here, but
T'm sure the cramps would have
happened anywhere,” he said. “I
played a lot of minutes in my first
game back, and I guess I got dehy-
drated. I felt good until then, and
my Achilles’ is fine.”

He didn’t start, but played 42
minutes and shot 8-for-19.

“Vince is one of the top players
in the league, and we fully expect
him to have a bright future in New
Jersey,” Nets coach Lawrence
Frank said. “He was under a lot of
pressure tonight, and he respond-
ed extremely well.”

Richard Hamilton scored a sea-
son-best 37 points for Detroit,
which overcame a late eight-point
deficit in the fourth quarter.

“In the last two games, the
coaches have definitely given us a
lot more freedom to do things on
offense,” Hamilton said.

Tayshaun Prince had 18 points
and nine rebounds and matched a
career high with seven assists.

Knicks 119, Magic 111: Ste-

phon Marbury
scored

points in ms;tr
ing New York’s
best offensive
performance

NBA

roundup

of the season.

Kurt Thomas, Allan Houston
and Jerome Williams added 15
points apiece for the Knicks, who
set season highs in points and as-
sists (29) and tied their season
high for field goals made with 46.

Steve Francis scored 25 points
and Cuttino Mobley added 24 for
Orlando, playing for the first time
after a four-day layoff.

Pacers 100, Hornets 82: At In-
dianapolis, Reggie Miller scored
24 points and Jermaine O’Neal
added 16 to go with 11 rebounds
for Indiana.

O’Neal was 7-for-15 in his sec-
ond game after missing 15 for his
role in a brawl with Detroit fans
on Nov. 19.

Lee Nailon had a season-high
28 points for New Orleans, which
has lost sixth straight and 17 of 18.

Wizards 106, Bobcats 87: At
Washington, Larry Hughes had
20 points and Gilbert Arenas 17
to lead the Wizards, who bounced
back from tying a season low for
points in a 109-74 loss at Minneso-
ta on Sunday.

Emeka Okafor had 18 points
and 11 rebounds for Charlotte, ex-
tending his streak of consecutive
double-doubles to 16.

Grizzlies 96, Clippers 76: At
Memphis, Tenn., Pau Gasol had
18 of his 24 pomts in the first half,
and the Grizzlies rolled over
slumping Los Angeles.

Bonzi Wells added 18 points for
Memphis, which snapped a
two-game losing streak. Corey

During his first game with the
team, New Jersey Nets’ Vince
Carter is taken off the court be-
cause of an injured hamstring
during overtime against the De-
troit Pistons at the Palace in
Aubun Hills, Mich. on Monday.
The Pistons defeated the Nets
100-90.

Maggette scored 14 points for the
Clippers, losers for the seventh
time in eight games.

SuperSonics 98, Jazz 88: At
Salt Lake City, Rashard Lewis
scored 22 points and Ray Allen 19
as Seattle won in Utah for the first
time in nine tries.

Matt Harpring scored 22 points
for the Jazz, who lost for the fifth
time in six games. Utah, last beat-
en at home by Seattle on Feb. 1,
2000, committed 23 turnovers.

76ers 111, Trail Blazers 104:
At Portland, Ore., Allen Iverson
overcame early shooting prob-
lems to score 28 points for Phila-
delphia

104, Nuggets
Al Oakland Calif., Mickael Pi-
etrus scored a career- high 24
points and Golden State won
three straight for the first time
this season.

Rockets acquire Wesley,
trade Jackson, Nachbar

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — The New
Orleans Hornets traded longtime
shooting guard David Wesley to
the Houston Rockets for 13-year
veteran Jim Jackson and Bostjan
Nachbar, team officials said Mon-

day.

“Jim and Bostjan are going to
fit well into our system and
should be able to help us with
their offensive skills,” Hornets
General Manager Allan Bristow
said in a statement. “We're opti-
mistic that the addition of these
two players and the return of
some of our injured players will
give us a great boost on the
court.”

New Orleans is 2-24.

Jackson, who plays shooting
guard and small forward, holds
career averages of 15.2 points, 4.9
rebounds and 3.4 assists. The
6-foot-6 journeyman has spent
time with Dallas, New Jersey,
Philadelphia, Golden State, Port-
land, Atlanta, Cleveland, Miami
and Sacramento in addition to
Houston, where he signed as a
free agent before last season.

Nachbar was selected by the
Rockets with the 15th overall
pick in the 2002 NBA Draft. The
6-9 Slovenian forward averaged
2.8 points and 1.4 rebounds in his
first two seasons with Houston
and had averaged 3.1 points and
1.9 rebounds in 16 games with the
Rockets this season.

The Hornets were in Indiana
for a Monday night game with the
Pacers. Jackson and Nachbar
were expected to go directly to
New Orleans and join the Hor-
nets for their next home game
Wednesday night against Phoe-
nix, team spokesman Harold
Kaufman said.

Houston’s next game is Tues-
day night in Milwaukee.

Wesley played for the Hornets
since the opening of the 1997-98
season, compiling averages of
14.7 points and 4.6 assists. Wes-
ley grew up in Texas and played
in college at Baylor.

He is the franchise’s career
leader in games started and
ranks in the top three in 12 other
categories.

He had averaged 13.9 points
and 4.2 assists in 26 games with
the Hornets this season.

To make room on the roster for
Jackson and Nachbar, the Hor-
nets waived injured guard Alex
Garcia and forward Lonny Bax-
ter.

Raptors place Mourning
on injured list; activate Araujo

TORONTO — The Toronto Rap-
tors placed newly acquired cen-
ter Alonzo Mourning on the in-
jured list Monday, making room
for center Rafael Araujo on the ac-
tive roster.

Mourning was acquired earlier
this month from New Jersey in a
trade involving Vince Carter. But
Mourning has not reported to Tor-
onto and may never play for the
Raptors.

The NBA veteran wants to join
a contender, and he is in Florida
healing various injuries. The Rap-
tors will likely buy out his con-

act.

Briefs

AP

David Wesley (4), the New Or-
leans Hornets’ franchise leader in
career starts, was traded to the
Houston Rockets on Monday.

‘The 34-year-old center, who un-
derwent a kidney transplant in
2003, didn’t have to pass a physi-
cal for the Dec. 17 trade to go
through.

Mourning, a  seven-time
All-Star and three-time NBA de-
fensive player of the year, aver-
aged 10.4 points and 7.1 rebounds
in 18 games with New Jersey this
season.

Araujo missed five games after
he was placed on the injured list
Dec. 17 with a lower back strain.
Araujo, the eighth overall pick in
this year’s draft, has averaged 1.3
points, 2.0 rebounds and 8.2 min-
utes in 11 games this season.

Nuggets’ Anthony sits out
fifth straight game

OAKLAND, Calif. — Carmelo
Anthony, Denver’s star forward
and leading scorer, missed his
fifth straight game Monday night
when the Nuggets played the
Golden State Warriors, but he ex-
pects to return Friday when Den-
ver hosts Philadelphia.

“I'm probably 95 percent,” An-
thony said. “I know how I feel.
These next couple days will get
me back.”

‘The Nuggets opted to sit him an-
other day so Anthony will be as-
sured of having two good practic-
es on his ankle before Friday’s
game.

Forward Kenyon Martin also
was sidelined Monday as a pre-
cautionary measure because of a
mid-back strain on his left side.
He was listed as day to day.

Martin, the Nuggets' sec-
ond-leading scorer at 15.2 points
per game, experienced back
spasms in the first half of Sunday
night’s 102-88 loss to Dallas and
missed the second half. He’s still
having discomfort in his back.

Anthony, averaging 21.4 points
and six rebounds, hasn’t played
since spraining his ankle Dec. 17
against the Miami Heat when he
stepped on Shaquille O’Neal’s
foot.
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lllinois’ Dee Brown puts up a shot over Longwood University's Maurice

Sumter in the first half in Cham)

ign, 11, on Monday. Brown had eight

points and 13 assists as the lllini defeated the Lancers 105-79.
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Lethargic Illini still cruise
past outgunned Longwood

Lancers playing full Div. I schedule for first time

The Associated Press

CHAMPAIGN, 1. — Dee
Brown and his Illinois teammates
didn’t even try to put a positive
spin on the top-ranked Illini’s
sloppy victory over Longwoox

The Illini (12-0) beat Longwnnd
105-79 on Monday night, setting
season highs for points and points
allowed against the overmatched
Lancers (1-14).

“We didn’t have a lot of energy,
we just didn’t play well and they
came out with a lot of heart,” said
Brown, who had eight points and
13 assists. “We played a good 5
minutes. That was the only good
thing about the game.”

That came late when the Illini,
ignited by one of Deron Williams’
four three-pointers, ran off 16
straight points to make it 89-65
with to go.
iams scored a season-high
23 points and had seven assists
for Illinois. Luther Head added
20 points, James Augustine had
16 and Roger Powell Jr. 13.

The Lancers fought back from
an 18-point first-half deficit and
stayed with the Illini deep into
the second half. Longwood trailed
by seven with 12:33 to go and
were down by eight with 9:13 left.

“At that point in time, you look
up and you realize we've done it
now for 30 minutes, why can’t we
keep it going for another 10 min-
utes?” Longwood coach Mike Gil-
lian said.

Michael Jefferson scored a ca-
reer-high 30 points for the Lanc-
ers.

“There was no backing down,
you could tell he wasn’t scared.
He just really Killed us,” Brown
said.

Chad Kosmo and Husein Pistol-
Jjevich each scored 12 points for
Longwood, and Lamar Barrett
and Leland Beale had 10 points
each.

“We earned their respect,” Jef-
ferson said.

“My teammates stepped up. Ev-
erybody stepped up, made big
plays, played good defense, made
some big shots.”

The Lancers are playing a full
NCAA Division I schedule for the
first time this season and the
crowd of 16,618 was almost
16,000 more than they see at a typ-
ical home game. Illinois won its
38th  straight nonconference
game at Assembly Hall.

“This is extremely significant
for our players, for our universi-
ty,” Gillian said. “We’ve got some
good players, they're great kids
and they're going to give a lot of
effort.”

Illinois coach Bruce Weber
said he had noticed the team was
starting to lag defensively and
“went off” during Sunday’s prac-
tice, but he said now it’s up to his
players.

“Defense is habits and pride,”
Weber said. “We lost some habits

because of no practice time and
then we've lost a little bit of
pride.”

With a game against Cincinnati
looming Friday night and the Big
Ten season beginning next week,
the Illini can’t afford to rest on
their laurels, Weber said.

e've got to click it in defen-
sively. That’s what’s made us No.
1,” he said. “If we don’t click it in
defensively, we’re not going to be
No. 1 for very long.”

Both teams are headed to Las
Vegas for two games later this
week as part of the Las Vegas Hol-
iday Classic. Longwood meets
Cincinnati_and Valparaiso. Illi-
nois faces Northwestern State on
Thursday before Friday’s game
against the Bearcats.

No. 19 Louisville 104, More-
head St. 40: At Louisville, Ky.,
Francisco Garcia scored a ca-
reer-high 29 points for Louisville
(9-2), which opened the game
with a 19-0 run.

Louisville coach Rick Pitino di-
rected the Cardinals a day after
his mother’s death.

Chad McKnight led Morehead
State (6-4) with 11 points.

No. 22 Cincinnati 77, Miami,
Ohio 53: At Cincinnati, Eric
Hicks had career highs with 21
points and 17 rebounds to help
Cincinnati improve to 10-0 for the
second season in a row.

James White and Armein Kirk-
land added 18 apiece for the Bear-
cats. Doug Penno led Miami (6-3)
with 11 points.

Krauser’s scoring giving lift to No. 10 Pittsburgh

BY ALAN ROBINSON
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Point guard
Carl Krauser became Pitt’s
on-court leader last season, even
while deferring to the three se-
niors who led the Panthers’ 31-5
team. This season, he’s doing a lot
more than just directing the of-
fense.

Twice in the No. 10 Panthers’

last three games, the former New
York City high school star has set
personal scoring highs. He had 28
points in an 84-71 victory at Penn
State on Dec. 11, then became the
first Pitt player in four years to
score 30 or more points when he
had 31 Thursday night in a 69-60
victory over Richmond.

Krauser, a 6-foot junior, insists
he’s not intentionally looking to
pick up his scoring but, rather, is
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taking open shots when they're
there.

“If the opportunity is there, 'm
going to take my shot,” Krauser
said.

By doing so, Krauser has lifted
his average to a team-best 16.6 as
Pitt has started 9-0 for the third
consecutive season. His scoring
hasn’t dramatically increased —
he averaged 15.4 last season —
but he has become a much more
reliable three-point shooter.

Last season, the Panthers fin-
ished 320th among the nation’s
326 Division I teams in
three-point shooting, a weakness
that ultimately led to their down-
fall in the NCAA round of 16. But
they’re shooting much better be-
yond the arc this season — 42 per-
cent to 30.6 percent a season ago
— thanks mostly to Krauser and
Antonio Graves, who is 9-of-14.

Krauser has made 18 of 39
three-point attempts (46.2 per-
cent), compared to 18 of 51 (35
percent) at this stage a season
ago, and is 11-for-19 in his last
three games.

Pitt’s upgraded outside shoot-
ing is discouraging opponents
from packing the inside to hold
down 6-foot-10 Chris Taft and

6-foot-7 Chevon Troutman, both
whom have had some big
games this season.

To Richmond coach Jerry
Wainwright, that's mostly to the
credit of Krauser. The Spiders
often sagged their defense to try
to control Taft and Troutman, but
that allowed Krauser to make six
of eight three-point attempts.

“He’s one of the five or six best
point guards in the country,”
Wainwright said. “It’s difficult for
a point guard to play much better
than that.

Krauser spent hour upon hour
this summer working to improve
his shooting after he made only
40.6 percent of his shots last sea-
son and just 38.7 percent in Big
East play.

“We just have to go with what’s
working,” Krauser said.

“Sometimes, playing down low
with Chris and Chevy is going to
work. Sometimes I'm going to be
on and hitting shots, drawing
guys to me — and, when I do that,
T can hit guys like Chris and
Chevy and Mark (McCarroll). At
Pitt, T've learned it’s never been
one guy scoring 30 points a game.
That’s just the history of Pitts-
burgh basketball.”
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Yanks, Red Sox, Angels to pay luxury tax

Devil Rays have lowest payroll in majors for third straight season

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Yankees
are paying more in luxury tax
than the Tampa Bay Devil Rays
spent on their payroll.

New York is required to pay
$25,026,352, according to a Dec.
21 memorandum that was sent to
all major league teams.

Two other teams also owe
money for exceeding the payroll
threshold of $120.5 million: Bos-
ton must send $3,155,234 and Ana-
heim $927,059. Checks for the
competitive-balance tax, as it is
formally known, are due at the
commissioner’s office by Jan. 31.

“The CBT is now an important
part of baseball’s economic land-
scape,” Red Sox owner John
Henry said in an e-mail Munday

“From my

NEW YORK
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though it costs us, the stronger
the CBT is in the future, the stron-
ger the sport is going to be. Itis a
much more productive form of
taxation than that of strictly reve-
nue taxation because the econom-
ic mcenuves for teams are not
damaged.”

Tampa Bay, meanwhile, fin-
ished with the lowest payroll for
the third straight season. At $24.4
million, the Devil Rays had the
lowest figure for a 25-man roster
since 2000.

In 2003, the first year of the
new luxury tax, the Yankees
were the only team to pay, owing
$11,798,357, according to the
team’s latest revised bill. Because
they exceeded the threshold a sec-
ond time, the Yankees were taxed
at a rate of 30 percent for the

amount they were over. Boston
and Anaheim were taxed at a 22.5
percent rate.

If the Yankees go over the 2005
threshold of $128 million, which
appears certain, they would be
taxed at a 40 percent rate.

New York also estimates it will
give up about $60 million as part
of baseball's revenue-sharing
plan this season, meaning the
Yankees will send the commis-
sioner’s office about $85 million
of their estimated $315 million
revenue in 2004. Boston’s reve-
nue-sharing payment is estimat-
ed at approximately $42 million
on revenue of at least $220 mil-
lion.

The Yankees easily finished
ahead of other teams in the regu-

lar payrolls figures for the sixth
straight season, winding up at a
record $187.9 ml].llun $18 million
above the previous mark they set
in 2003.

Boston, which overcame a 3-0
deficit against the Yankees in the
AL championship series and won
the World Series for the first time
since 1918, was second at $130.4
million.

Anaheim, defeated by the Red
Sox in the first round of the play-
offs, was third at $115.6 million,
followed by the New York Mets
($103.2 million), Los Angeles
($101.7 million), the Chicago
Cubs ($100.7 million) and Phila-
delphia ($97.4 million).

St. Louis, swept by Boston in
the World Series, was eighth at
$92.8 million.

At the other end, Milwaukee
was 29th at $29.6 million, down
from $43.3 million, and Pitts-
burgh was 28th at $32.5 million,
down from $53.3 million.

Texas fell from fifth at $103.3
million to 13th at $79.2 million, At-
lanta went from sixth at $98 mil-
lion to 12th at $79.4 million, Seat-
tle dropped from seventh at $97.7
million to 11th at $81.8 million
and Arizona declined from 11th
at $83.8 million to 15th at $68.4
million.

Anaheim rose from 12th at $80
million to third, the Cubs in-
creased from 10th at $84 million
to sixth and Philadelphia went up
from 15th at $71.5 million to sev-
enth.

Payrolls include salaries, pro-
rated shares of signing bonuses,
earned bonuses, buyouts of 2004
options and cash transactions.

For the luxury tax, which is
based on 40-man rosters, the aver-
age annual values of contracts
and includes benefits, the Yan-
kees finished with a payroll of
$203.9 million, while Boston was
at $134.5 million and Anaheim at
$124.6 million.

Many midlevel teams appear to
be spending money on free
agents this offseason, possibly be-
cause of the shift in economics
created by increased revenue
sharing. That could push the aver-
age salary higher next season.

According to the players’ associ-
ation, the average dropped 2.5
percent this year to $2,313,535
from $2,372,189, the first de-
crease since 1995 and only the
third since record-keeping began
in 1967.

Sorenstam again voted AP’s female athlete of year

The Associated Press

Golfer Annika Sorenstam is the Associated
Press Female Athlete of the Year for the sec-
ond straight year. Sorenstam received 40
first-place votes and 263 total points.

Diana Taurasi, who led Connecticut to the
NCAA women'’s basketball
title and then captured the

L7 01l WNBA Rookie of the Year

briefs award, finished second.

She had 15 first-place votes

and 154 points, two more

than Russian teen tennis sensation Maria
Sharapova.

Sorenstam’s year began with a win in the
ANZ Ladies Masters on Australia’s Gold
Coast, making up a four-stroke deficit at the
midway point by closing with a pair of scintil-
lating 65s. She ended the year by edging Cris-
tie Kerr in a playoff in the ADT Champion-
ship, the final tournament on the LPGA calen-
dar, with her only victory that didn’t come by
multiple shots.

U.S. defeats Switzerland in World Juniors

GRAND FORKS, N.D. — The United States
matched Switzerland’s four-goal outburst in
the third period for a 6-4 victory Monday
night in the preliminary round of the World
Junior Hockey Championship.

The United States led 2-0 entering the third
after goals by The United States, the tourna-
ment’s defending champion, improved to 2-0.
Switzerland fell to 1-1.

Sidney Crosby had two goals and Ryan Get-
zlaf a goal and two assists in Canada’s 8-1 vic-
tory over Sweden in another preliminary
game.

Canada, a favorite to win the tournament,
improved to 2-0 in preliminary games. Swe-
den dropped to 1-1.

Vols’ freshman QBs likely
out for Cotton Bowl

IRVING, Texas — Both of Tennessee’s
freshman quarterbacks may be out for the Cot-
ton Bowl.

Junior Rick Clausen will start as planned in
Saturday’s game against Texas A&M (7-4).

The Vols (9-3) had hoped freshman Brent
Schaeffer would be able to play some after re-

g for the first time since breaking his
collarbone Oct. 30 at South Carolina.

But Schaeffer has been unable to practice
in Texas because of with flu-like symptoms.

Coach Phillip Fulmer said on Monday that
Schaeffer was “day-to-day,” and hoped he
would practice Tuesday.

The Vols’ other freshman QB — Erik Ainge
— hasn’t played since separating his shoulder
against Notre Dame on Nov. 6. He will not
play in the Cotton Bowl, Fulmer said.

Clausen has started the last three games in
place of the freshmen.

Louisville gives LSU permission
to meet with foothall coach Petrino

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — LSU may speak with
Louisville football coach Bobby Petrino about

the Tigers' job, which opened when Nick
Saban left for the Miami Dolphins.

Petrino is in Memphis, Tenn., where the No.
7 Cardinals play No. 10 Boise State in the Lil
erty Bowl on Friday. Louisville athletic direc-
tor Tom Jurich gave LSU permission to talk to
Petrino, Louisville spokesman Rocco Gaspar-
ro said Tuesday.

Six days ago, Petrino received a raise from
$550,000 to $1 million a season guaranteed,
with more than $860,000 also possible in incen-
tives. When his new contract was announced,
he dismissed inquiries about the LSU posi-
tion.

Saban will coach LSU in the Capital One
Bowl against Iowa on Saturday. Saban had the
nation’s richest college football contract, a
seven-year, $18.45 million deal he signed
after winning a share of the national title in
2003. The school is completing a stadium ex-
pansion and a new football operations center.

Schild wins women’s giant slalom

SEMMERING, Austria — Marlies Schild
won a World Cup giant slalom before her
home fans Tuesday and Tanja Poutiainen of
Finland regained the lead in the overall stand-
ings by finishing second.

Sarah Schleper of the United States was
fourth.

Schild completed the two runs on the Hir-
schenkogel course in 2 minutes, 15.97 sec-
onds, edging Poutiainen by 0.11 seconds. An-
other Austrian, Elisabeth Goergl, was third in
2:17.53.

Arizona, N.Y.
still pursuing
Johnson deal

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Yankees
and Arizona Diamondbacks
talked Monday night for the first
time since the collapse last week
of a three-team, 10-player trade
that would have sent Randy
Johnson
New York.

Yankees
President
Randy Levine
spoke with in-
coming Arizona chief executive
officer Jeff Moorad. No progress
was made, and the sides planned
to talk again later in the week.

The proposed trade came apart
last week when Los Angeles re-
versed course and withdrew.

Giants sign OF M. Alou

SAN FRANCISCO — Baseball
brought Felipe and Moises Alou
logether ‘more than a decade ago
in Montreal, and now father and
son are reunited again.

The San Francisco Giants final-
ized a two-year contract with Moi-
ses Alou on Monday, meaning
he'll again play for his father,
manager Felipe Alou.

“I'm just happy for the opportu-
nity to join my dad again,” Moises
said. “Ending my career playing
for my dad, I always wanted to do
lhal The opportunity fell in my

MLB

briefs

It also fills a huge need for the
Giants — finding an outfielder
was among the final things on gen-
eral manager Brian Sabean’s win-
ter to-do list.

The deal is worth $13.25 mil-
lion and includes a player option
for the 2006 season. An agree-
ment was reached last week, but
was pending until Alou passed a
physical.

The four-time All-Star is a ca-
reer .300 hitter, with 278 homers
and 1,092 RBIs.

Cubs, OF Hollandsworth
agree to one-year deal

CHICAGO The Chicago
Cubs agreed to a $900,000
one-year deal with outfielder
Todd Hollandsworth on Monday,
avoiding arbitration.

“I fell in love with the city, the
team and the organization,” Hol-
landsworth said. “You have this
dying passion to help this team
get over the top and help them
get back to the World Series.”

The former NL Rookie of the
Year did his part last year, his
first in Chicago, until an injury
ended his season on June 27. He
hit .318 with eight homers and 22
RBIs in 57 games.

He started 26 games in right
field when Sammy Sosa was hurt.
He also was the Cubs’ best
pinch-hitter, batting .563 off the
bench with two homers and four
RBIs.

Hollandsworth’s season ended
three months early after he
fouled a pitch off his right shin,
leaving him with a deep bruise
and a stress fracture.

The injury is completely
healed, Hollandsworth said. He’s
been given medical clearance to
play, and is back running and
cross-training.
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Connecticut routs Toledo in its first bowl
QB Orlovsky, tough defense carry Huskies to victory in Motor City

BY DONNA TOMMELLO
The Associated Press

DETROIT — Connecticut
coach Randy Edsall lifted the
Motor City Bowl trophy high
above his head to the delight of
players and fans mobbing the
on-field podium.

“I wanted to win it for these
kids. They're all winners,” Edsall

said.

Especially Dan Orlovsky, the
star quarterback who threw for
239 yards and two touchdowns to
help Connecticut rout Toledo
39-10 on Monday night in the Hus-
kies’ first bowl game since becom-
ing a full Division I-A team three
years ago.

“It was so gratifying for me to
have those kids go out as champi-
ons,” Edsall said. “They’re Motor
City Bowl champions now and no-
body is ever going to be able to
take that away from them.”

Orlovsky, the leader of the se-
nior class that completed the best
three-year run in school history
with a 23-13 record, said the pro-
gram is just getting started.

“Do I think the sky is the limit?
Yes,” Orlovsky said.

‘Thousands of UConn fans were
part of the record Motor City
Bowl crowd of 52,552.

“Before this year I heard peo-
ple say UConn has arrived.
UConn has arrived now, literal-
ly,” Orlovsky said.

The Huskies (8-4) dominated
in every phase, holding the Rock-
ets (9-4) to a season-low 10 points
and just 78 yards on the ground.

Toledo quarterback  Bruce
Gradkowski, who broke his throw-
ing hand in the Mid-American

Connecticut QB Dan Orlovsky threw for 239 yards and two TDs as the
Huskies defeated Toledo 39-10 in the Motor City Bowl on Monday.

Conference championship on
Dec. 2, struggled in the first half.
He scored the Rockets’ only TD
on a 1-yard run.

Backup quarterback Marques
Council played the second half,
throwing for 160 yards with two
interceptions.

“It was a lot tougher than I
thought it would be and it was bet-
ter to get a healthy guy out there
who could do the job,” Gradkows-
ki sai

The Huskies’ special teams
also played well. Matt Nuzie
kicked a career-best four field
goals and added three extra
points, and Larry Taylor ran back
a punt 68 yards for a score in the
first quarter, his first of the year.

The Rockets came into the
game averaging 35.2 points.

“It doesn’t happen very often
and it's a rare thing,” Toledo
coach Tom Amstutz said. “I give

UConn a lot of credit. We just
didn’t have all our guys going.”

The Huskies got their biggest
lift with the return of defensive
end Tyler King. The 6-foot-5 se-
nior made his first start since
breaking his leg on Sept. 30.

King and his teammates were
ready for every trick play the
Rockets tried to run. King recov-
ered a fumble on Toledo’s fake
punt in the first half. Four plays
later, Orlovsky threw a 32-yard
touchdown pass to Jason Will-
. Orlovsky also connected
with Brian Sparks on a 7-yard
scoring pass late in the second
quarter.

“When we got the turnover on
the fake punt, that was great rec-
ognition,” Edsall said. “Our coach-
es did a great job preparing the
players and then laking advan-
tage of those situations.”

The Huskies began their up-
grade from Division I-AA six
years ago when the school hired
Edsall. They joined the Big East
this season, finishing 3-3 in the
league.

Orlovsky completed 20 of 41
passes before he came out of the
game to a standing ovation. The
bowl also was the final game for
senior linebacker Alfred Fincher,
who switched his number from
No. 9 to No. 4 Monday night in
honor of Dan Reen, a friend and
former Norwood (Mass.) high
school teammate killed in a car ac-
cident several months ago. Finch-
er finished with nine tackles and
an interception.

Council completed 16 of 28
passes for Toledo, and Gradkows-
ki was 6-for-12 for 43 yards.

Keron Henry led Connecticut’s

receivers with nine catches for
109 yards, and Cornell Brocking-
ton ran for 72 yards. Matt
Lawrence scored the Huskies’
only rushing TD — a late 11-yard-

Orlovsky, from Shelton, Conn.,
spurned offers from other Divi-
sion I-A schools such as Purdue
and Virginia to play in his home
state. He has no regrets.

“It’s just a gratifying process to
go through and it's extremely
humbling and an honor to go
through it with the people we
have,” Orlovsky said.
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Fresno QB Pinegar throws five TDs

in OT win over Virginia in MPC Bow.

The Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — Fresno State
coach Pat Hill cringes when any-
one applies the “mid-major” label
to his Bulldogs or the Western
Athletic Conference.

It doesn't fit, he insists, and cer-
tainly not after Fresno State
notched another victory over the
big boys.

Paul Pinegar threw five TD
passes, including a 25-yarder to
Stephen Spach on Fresno State’s
first play of overtime, and the
Bulldogs beat No. 18 Virginia
37-34 in the MPC Computers
Bowl on Monday.

“Because of the way we fin-
ished the season and the oppo-
nent we had, this was another big
win,” Hill said.

Fresno State (9-3) closed with
six straight victories and added
the Cavaliers (8-4) of the Atlantic
Coast Conference to a list of vic-
tims that in recent years has in-
cluded Colorado, Oregon State,
Wisconsin, Washington and Kan-
sas State.

“I believe the Western Athletic

Conference is good football,” said
Hill, noting Boise State is 36-2 the
last three years. “I've said this
several times: Teams in our con-
ference don’t have to take a back
seat to anybody.”

Virginia started 5-0 and had
hoped to land a Bowl Champion-
ship Series bid before ACC losses
to Florida State, Virginia Tech
and Miami.

The 2,000-mile trip to play on
the blue turf in Boise was consid-
ered a disappointment by some
fans. It looked great after Wali
Lundy’s 20-yard TD run put the
Cavaliers up 31-24 midway
through the fourth period.

Pinegar was fabulous, complet-
ing 23 of 36 passes for 235 yards
without an interception. He led
the Bulldogs back from a 21-7 sec-
ond-quarter deficit and his five
TD passes were a record for the
game, formerly known as the Hu-
manitarian Bowl.
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Fresno State running back Wendell Mathis (22) runs past Virginia's
Marquis Weeks (5) and Ahmad Brooks, on ground, in the fourth quarter
of the MPC Computer Bowl in Boise, Idaho, on Monday.
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Despite slide, Vikings pick up Tice’s option for '05

The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — Min-
nesota Vikings coach Mike Tice
will return for at least one more
year, and nothing short of a lucra-
tive contract extension could
make him happier.

Despite a second straight
late-season slide, the Vikings on
Monday picked up Tice’s $1 mil-
lion option for 2005, ending much
speculation about the coach’s fu-

ure.

“I'm pleased,” Tice said. “I
want to remain the football coach
of this football team because
we've come a long way in three
years.”

Tice would have become a free
agent Jan. 31 if the club failed to
exercise the option by Saturday
— one day before Minnesota’s reg-
ular season finale at Washington.

Instead, the 45-year-old coach
will have a chance to improve his
23-25 record and reverse his
team’s reputation for fading down
the stretch.

The Vikings raced to 6-0 in
2003, Tice’s second full season,
but finished 9-7 and missed the
playoffs. They are headed in a
similar direction this year, having
lost six of their past nine games,
but at 8-7 still have a good shot at
awild-card berth.

“Although our expectation of
winning the division was not met,
we feel that the program Mike
Tice has guided gives us the tal-
ent base to have success today

Message for our men and women in uniform...

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

Briefs

and in the future,” owner Red Mc-
Combs said in a statement Mon-
day. “Our expectations are high
for the upcoming playoffs and for
next year.”

Widely known as a player's
coach, Tice has absorbed much of
the blame for the Vikings’ prob-
lems on and off the field, but the
team’s stars have supported him
publicly.

Despite a 33 percent raise from
his reported $750,000 salary this
season, Tice will remain one of
the NFL's lowest-paid head coach-
es.

Cowhoys safety Woodson
headed to retirement

IRVING, Texas — The Dallas
Cowboys are ready to bid fare-
well to safety Darren Woodson,
the last player left from their
teams that won three Super
Bowls in the mid-1990s.

Woodson hasn’t played all year
because of injuries and was ex-
pected to retire or be released
after this season. Team owner
Jerry Jones said on his weekly
radio show that it’s only a ques-
tion of “when we and he will
make it official.” Coach Bill Par-
cells had said Monday that an an-
nouncement was coming as soon
as this week.
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Known as “Woody,” the popu-
lar safety smiled a lot but also de-
livered  punishing  hits. A
four-time All-Pro, he'll leave as
the team’s career leader in tack-
les with 1,350.

Woodson was a rookie on the
1992 squad that won Dallas’ first
Super Bowl of the Jones era. He
also was a key player on the 1993
and '95 teams.

The 35-year-old Woodson had
back surgery three days before
the start of training camp. His re-
covery was set back by a nerve
problem and he was never able to
even make it back to practice.

His absence forced Roy Will-
iams to be used differently and
made the Cowboys rely on pro-
Jjected backups Tony Dixon and
Lynn Scott.

Dallas allowed the fewest yards
in the NFL last season with Wood-
son. The Cowboys have plummet-
ed to 21st this season.

“I think you saw the impact on
our defense this year,” Jones
said.

Colts to keep Manning’s
record-breaking football

INDIANAPOLIS — The India-
napolis Colts will hold onto the
football with which Peyton Man-
ning threw his record-breaking
49th touchdown pass unless he
tosses another one against Den-
ver in the regular-season finale.

Manning fired the 21-yard pass
to wide receiver Brandon Stokley
with 56 seconds remaining in the
fourth quarter Sunday. The pass
broke Dan Marino’s 20- -year NFL
record for scoring passes in a sea-
son.

After the game, both Manning
and Stokley said they didn’t know
what happened to the ball.

Some reports said representa-
tives from the Pro Football Hall
of Fame took control of it after
Stokley’s catch.

Stokley said he handed the ball
to injured wide receiver Aaron
Moorehead. Moorehead told him
later that sideline officials placed
it in a box for safekeeping.

It turns out that the ball was
still in the hands of Colts’ offi-
cials.

The Colts said Monday that if
Manning doesn’t throw another
touchdown pass this season, the
franchise will keep the ball and
display it in the team’s Hall of
Fame.

If Manning throws another one,
the ball will be sent to the Pro
Football Hall of Fame and the
Colts will keep the final touch-

down ball. The ball with which
Mannmg threw his 48th touch-
down pass will be sent to the Hall
of Fame.

Mora wants Falcons starters
in lineup on Sunday

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. —
Head coach Jim Mora wants
every starter, including quarter-
back Michael Vick, to practice
this week.

With his Atlanta Falcons un-
able to affect their standing as the

’s No. 2 seed last week, Mora
dec:ded Vick, tight end Alge
Crumpler, nose tackle Ed Jasper
and cornerback Jason Webster
wouldn’t play at New Orleans.

Running back T.J. Duckett, a
254-pounder who's hard to stop in
short-yardage situations, missed
his second straight game, but
Mora expects the injured players
to be on the field when the team
returns to practice Wednesday.

Atlanta visits Seattle on Sun-
day, after which point the Falcons
won’t play again until the division-
al round of the playoffs Jan.
15-16.

“Absolutely, as I stand here
today, it’s my firm belief that he’ll
play,” Mora said Monday of Vick.
“Something would have to tran-
spire with his shoulder that I
don’t foresee right now for him to
stay off the field. Same with Alge,
same with T.J., same with Ed,

same with Jason. I expect all
those guys to be on the field
Wednesday and rolling.”
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Rams: St. Louis runs over second-string Eagles

RAMS, FROM BACK PAGE

Donovan McNabb played one
series, when the Eagles got their
only points. Defensive end Jevon
Kearse never got onto the field
and most of the starters were
gone by halftime, if not sooner.
“You have to make a decision
and there have been some good
ones that have gone this route
and there have been some bad
ones that have gone this route,”
coach Andy Reid said after his

team’s six-game winning streak
was snapped. “So I don’t think
there’s any answer. I think you
look at past history when I've
been here, so I made that deci-
sion to rest some guys.”

Philadelphia’s second-string de-
fenders couldn’t handle Jackson
or Marc Bulger, who missed the
past two games with a shoulder
problem.

Bulger was sharp, going
20-for-27 for 233 yards, and hit
Isaac Bruce for a 7-yard TD.

Martz revealed after the game
that Bulger has been hurt since
the season opener.

Phllddelphla managed only 155

yards against the Rams’
24th ranked defense, 63 on the
McNabb-led drive that ended
with Freddie Mitchell’s 7-yard
touchdown catch.

Despite resting starters, the Ea-
gles didn’t escape unscatched.
Cornerbacks Lito Sheppard, a
Pro Bowler, and Dexter Wynn col-
lided chasing a pass by Wilkins

on a fake punt. Both lay on the
ground for several minutes be-
fore walking off, and Sheppard
stayed out with a quadriceps con-
tusion.

Rookie fullback Thomas Tapeh
was carted off with 28 seconds re-
maining with a dislocated hip.
Tight end Chad Lewis strained
his triceps.

The Rams had 88 yards rush-
ing in their previous two losses.
Against the overmatched squad
the Eagles used, the Rams gained
419 yards, 209 on the ground.
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NFL scorehoard

American Conference

East
W LT Pt PF

y-New England 13 2 0 867 416 253

NY. Jets 10 5 0 667 304 229

Buffalo 9 6 0 600 371 255

Miami 411 0 267 252 324
South

y-Indianapolis 123 0 800 508 318

Jacksonville 87 0 533208274

8 0 .467 295 317

Tennessee 411 0 267 320 420
North

yz-Pittsburgh 1410 933343227

Baltimore 8 7 0 533287 245

Cincinnati 78 0 467336362

Cleveland 312 0 200 254 376
West

y-an Diego 114 0 733 422 29

Denver 96 0 600 348 290

Kansas City 7 8 0 467 466 411

Oakland 510 0 333314 429

National Conference

East
L T Pct PF PA
yz-Philadelphia 13 2 0 867 376 222
Dallas 6 9 0 400 269 377
N.Y. Giants 510 0 333275323
Washington 510 0 333219 247
South
y-Atlanta 14 0 733314 309
carolina 8 0 467 337 318
New Orleans 78 0 467327 387
Tampa Bay 510 0 333 294 292
y-Green Bay 96 0 600393 366
Minnesota 8 7 0 533387 374
Detroit 69 0 400 277 326
Chicago 510 0 333 217 300
West
x-Seattle 8 7 0 533343347
St. Louis 7 8 0 467 287 363
Arizona 510 0 333272 315
san Francisco 213 0 133252 431
x-clinched playoff spot

¥-
Zclinched conference
y's games
Green Bay 34 anesma 31
Saturday's games
Kansas City 31, Oakland 30
Denver 37, Tennessee 16
Sunday’s games
Detroit 19, Chicago 13
Indianapolis 34, San Diego 31, OT
e7

Dallas 13, Washington 10
Carolina 37, Tampa Bay 20
Miami 10, Ceyeland 7

lay’s gan
st. Louis 20, Pm\adelpma7

y, Jan. 2
Detroltat Tennessee
Miami at Baltimore

Pittsburgh at Buffalo
New Orleans at Carolina
San Francisco at New England
Cincinnati at Philadelphia
Atlanta at Seattle

ay at Arizona
Kansas City at San Diego

las at .. Giants
nd Regular Season
Monday
Rams 20, Eagles 7
Philadelphia
St. Louis
First Quarter
StL—S.Jackson 5 run (Wilkins kick), 9:03.
itchell 7 pass from McNabb (Akers

P
kick), 1:38.
d Quarter
SHLFG Wilking 38 443
T

uarter
StL—Bruce 7 pass from Bulger (Wilkins
Kick), 7:38.

rth Quarter
StLFG Wilking 35, 598
A—66,129.
Phi st
First downs. 2

Total Net Yards
Rushes-yards

Interceptions Ret.
-AttInt

Sacked-Yards Lost
nts

I 14,
o Ml)ssed field goal—St. Louis, Wilkins 44
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Shaq scores 31 to help Heat
e win franchise-record 12th
MiAmy  consecutive game, Page 29

Rams remain in playoff chas

As Philly rest stars,
Jackson’s career
game lifts St. Louis

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The St. Louis Rams still
have high playoff hopes. The Philadelphia
Eagles just hope the playoffs get here be-
fore anyone else goes down.

By beating the Eagles’ junior varsity 20-7
Monday night, the Rams (7-8) ensured
their season finale against the New York
Jets wouldn't just be meaningtul for the op-

ponent. Behind

— rookie  Steven

Playoff possibilities | Jackson's best

St. LOUIS wins NFC West | performance of

with: e over the Ny, | hisbriefproca-

Jots A B Sentiie lass 16 | Teer, St. Louis

Atlanta stayed alive for

St Louis cinches play- | the NFC West

R T e, cown or for &
T Washington wild-card

berth.

2. A win and tie in the “It was a
Nelu_ " rleans Carolina | i tement

game for me,”

Jackson  said

after rushing for 148 yards and a S-yard
touchdown before bruising his right knee
in the fourth quarter. “It was a must-win
game. 1 wanted to come out and run the
ball pretty hard when I had the opportuni-
ties. I wanted to make up for lost time.”

Jackson, a first-round draft choice and
the first running back selected last April,
missed the past two losses that dropped the
Rams to the edge of elimination. A previ-
ous knee injury sidelined him two weeks
ago, then coach Mike Martz didn’t use him
last week.

Eagles quarterback Donovan McNabb,
above, played one series and led Philadel-
phia to its only touchdown on Monday.
Running back Brian Westbrook, offensive
tackle Tra Thomas and defensive end Jevon
Kearse did not play for Philadelphia.

KRT

Philadelphia defender Roderick Hood tries to stop St. Louis wide receiver Isaac Bruce during the Rams’ 20-7 victory on Monday night.

But Martz mrned to the youngster imme-
diately against (13-2), and it

make the playoffs by wmmng and having

paid off.
In a stark departure from his passing
persona, Martz — perhaps sensing it

would be Jackson’s night — called 10 run-
ning plays on the opening drive that cov-
ered 73 yards. Jackson ran for 46 yards
and Marshall Faulk for 27 on the march.

Jackson also had a 43-yard run in the sec-
ond period on a drive that ended with Jeff
Wilkins missing a 44-yard field goal.

“That first series, we were handing the
ball to him and he’s running through them,
around them, every which way you can,”
Martz said. “He’s a terrific back and it af-
forded us the ability to go down and not
throw the ball one time. When you've got a
guy playing like that — spectacular.”

If the Rams (7-8) beat the Jets on Sun-
day and Seattle loses to Atlanta, St. Louis
will win the NFC West. If the Seahawks
win and take the division, St. Louis can

or by Caroli-
na and New Orleans

A win for the Jets would put them into
the AFC playoffs.

“After all the drama we’ve been through
this year, to be in position to potentially get
into the playoffs, how awesome is that?”
Martz said. “We will show up next week
and lay it all out there.”

The Eagles, who own home-field advan-
tage for the NFC playoffs, didn’t lay it out
Monday night because they didn’t need to.
Perhaps spooked by the ankle and leg inju-
ry that has sidelined star receiver Terrell
Owens, they weren’t about to jeopardize
other stars in a game that meant nothing to
them.

Running back Brian Westbrook, their
prime offensive threat with Owens out,
was scratched, along with starting tackle
Tra Thomas.

'SEE RAMS ON PAGE 35

Philadelphia's Greg Lews, left, is tackled
by the Rams’ Jerametrius Butler. Without
QB Donovan McNabb, the Eagles managed
92 yards of offense in 3% quarters.
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Despite
December
woes, Tice '
will coach

UConn wins easily
in its bowl debut;
Fresno surprises

No. 18 Virginia




